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Letter from the Editor 


Russell T Davies writes exclusively for 
DWM. This issue, Russell goes on tour! 
Ooh, it's just like This is Spinal Tap... 


' vA All the latest news 
| 2 from every corner of 


à 7] the Doctor Who universe... 


ама Tennant has announced іме on tele BN 
that he wil be stepping down from his role of 
Doctor, after he has completed four mote 
Who Specials to be filmed and broadcast in 2009 
At the National Televisi 
Wednesday 29 October, 
Outstanding Drama Perf 
Glenister (Ashes to Ashes), А 
88) and his Doctor Who co-star Catherine Tate. It is the third yea 
that David has won a National Television Award for playing ti 
David, who is performing in Hamlet in Stretord-upor-AVon, was 
attend the ceremony, but was able to address the Royal 
Albert Hall via a Ive link-up during his play's interval 
ank you to everyone; said David from a large screen in 
the Hall "and [m very excited because in January | go back fo 
Cardif to make four new Specials, which will see Doctor Who 
ail the way through 2009 — but.. when Doctor Who retums in 
2010 t won't be with me” Attis point, gasps and shouts of 
ча 
“Now. don't make me cry" David continued. “Т 
be my last playing the Doctor love thi 
show so much, and if don't take a deep breath and 
ow, I never wil, and they'll be wheeling me out ofthe 
TARDIS in my bath chair think its better that | don't oulstay my 
welcome. So І 
over the last three-and-a-half years... but з not over yet! Ме gota 
whole other year to go. m not quitting, there's a whole 2009 to go 
But thank you all for being so enthuslatic about the. 
show = for watching t, for loving it — it means s 


rd from the audience. 


ееп the most briliant, mad, life-changing time 


before 


50... WHO WILL BE ne CHILDREN IN NEED NIGHT! 
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» E-SPACE TRILOGY ON DVD! 
THEGOOKIES GIVE THE 0005... THE NEXT DOCTOR PREVIEWED! 


BOX SET DUE IN JANUARY! 
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Doctor Who wins the Most Popular Drama 
award at = NTAs – for the fourt! year ina row! 


The Doctor Who team accepts the 
series fourth Most Popular Drama 
award atthe NTs. ions 
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) Beyond the TARDIS 


Dominic May tells us what 
Doctor Ићо'5 movers and 
shakers have been up to 
away from the series. 
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nd on N: Congratulations to Billie Piper, who gave 
he Truro Cathedral з a baby boy, 
а Event fund-rais Dctober US cable station Show 
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M THE NEXT PANTOS гу of o Coll Giri on 18 January 
The pantomime season is nearly he Although the fist series was successful 
Ј our Doctor Who faves ur in America, Bille says she has n 
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Join bhe Doctor and Rose in 
eight full-colour comic strip 
adventures – with 15 pages of 
exclusive bonus material! 


Price: £15.99 


Ten Volumes, on sale now from bookshops 
and specialist comic stores! | 
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3 Doctor Who Magazine Teom 
Don Houghton Tribute - Writer 
· Douglas Comfield Tribute - Director 
= Dudley Simpson Composer 
klisobeth Sladen - Companion 
· Eric Soward - Writer and Script Editor 
Flight Through Eternity 1 
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The Genesis Team - Peter Miles, Roy Skelton 


Tf. 
5" REMOTE DAVROS £19.99 + £5 pp 
12" REMOTE DAVOS £39.39 + ар | š 


MYTH MAKERS DVDs аге a definitive series of interviews 
Да; with the cost and production staff from classic 
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The Doctor and Donna Noble take 
you on another trip ofa ейте, 


» Ў. = looks forward to settling down to 
2 ЭЕ relive the last series of Doctor Who all over again... 
a iy 
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*Though the release contains 
four distinct stories, they add 
up to a single, epic tale..." 
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AROUND THE WORLD 4 


CELEBRATE CHRISTMAS AROUND THE WORLD 
WITH THE DOCTOR AND HIS COMPANIONS. 
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4 У аа 
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CREDIT CARD HOTLINE: TEL 01628 824102 
FREE UK DELIVERY ON EVERYTHING 


Send your le Galaxy Forum, 
Doctor Who Magazine, Brockbourne House, 
Mount Ephraim, Tunbridge Wells, Kent, TN4 8BS. 


E-mail: dwm@panini.co.uk (marked ‘Galaxy Forum’ 
4 in the subject line), or visit the DWM Facebook page 
at www.facebook.com 
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The Brigadier's heroics with the Destroyer 
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effect on his homelife. 
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AND YOU TEXTED US ТО SAY... 
PAUL BOWLER LOWESTOFT: 'Gr8 Xtra features for the Trial DVD set. Shame 


JNT's not here 2 burst the bubble of Saward's inflated ego though!” • HECTOR 
Can you steal me a copy of David Morrissey's fab coat please?” + RICHARD 
MILL LANCASTER: ‘Can | use this message to tell Claire Tinker how much | love 
her?" е CHRIS BONE ISLE OF WIGHT: ‘I just wanna say, Tom you r not alone, 


already (and wouldn't reject a US 
version as fraudulent) 


I'd be happy to have yet another 
version of Doctor Who to watch, but 
I'm unconvinced that there's a vast 
mai 2am US audience for it 
CURT MARKHAM ROCHESTER, USA 


Having read the letters in DWM 401 
from Finbarr O'Keeffe and J Higgins 
regarding an American Doctor 

Who, and being an American myself, 


| felt that | should write to defend my 
country. Unfortunately, they're right. 
The idea of an American Doctor Who 
makes me vomit in my mouth a little 
It would be horrendous – the 
show would be an embarrassing 
incarnation of our beloved show 
with no redeeming qualities. It would 
lose the Britishness that makes it 
great. | watch mainly British television 
to escape the inherent awfulne: 


of American television. | would be 
surprised if the BBC agreed to this 

its long term effects on the future 
of the show would be potentially 
devastating and certainly would ruin 
the ‘brand’ that they are so keen 
In exploiting 

MICHAEL MAGRO JR USA 


Oh, doesn't anybody like the idea of an 
American Doctor Who? Hmm, what's next? 


lil HAVE WE MET? 
Oh dear, does no-one ever 
get it right? In The Fact o 
Fiction on Resurrection 
of the Daleks in DWM 
401, it's stated that 'the 
only time he and the 
Doctor stood in the same 


room, Lytton tries to kill 
him! Not so: they stand in the 
same room and see each other 
at the start of Part Two on board 
Dalek spaceship! 

M BILLINGHURST NORWICH 


Ah, well, erm, ah. Oh, we must have done 
something right, surely? 


ll THINK IT'S ANY GOOD? 

| have to really praise the comic strip 
in DWM 401, Thinktwice Part Two 

— the colours were outstanding 

| imagine not everyone appreciates 
this aspect but the second to last 
page, which I 
glowing gre 
page at me. Then on the last page, 


the Memeovax 
en, was leaping off the 


the colour at the top was so blue and 
So cool... then the outer space bit 
— very nice. | hope Мадде is not the 
new companion, however 

CHARLES MENTO EMAIL 


Rarely до | feel compe 
in — but Thinktwice wa: 
that a DWM comic strip should 
echoing the quality of some o! 
classics — and it's only just got g 


Within the first six frames s 


every 


convinced this was going to be if not 


Flood, you didn't 


down 


CHRISTIAN CAWLEY EMAIL 


MP 8/1/4/4 for st 
a e? C'mo 
2009 TV Spe 


rip compa 


MP 8/1/14/4 - a future 
companion, perhaps? 


chance for the strip to come into its 


own with its very own companion 
again. Surely there's enough time 
> 2010 series for some kind 
? Ooh, | can't 


before th 


с ‘arc’ even. 


wait to see what yo 


п so long since the 
strip cycles. 


NEIL CLARKE EMAIL 


Stay tuned’, Neil! Now for some more 
feelings of nostalgia, this time 
thanks to the new series of The 
Sarah Jane Adventures 


lB JUST LIKE THE 
OLD DAYS. 


If you'd he 


years later 


seve ear-old son watching 
Jane once again locked in a 
death struggle with the 5 
I'd have thought you 
Welcome back Sarah Jane 
like old times! 

DAVID SNELSON EMAIL 


ts just 


In Part Two of Day of the Clowr 
L that Rani's 


and sensit 
about Dawn Fre 
all 30 se 
of Torchw 
of The Sara 
broadcast to c 


time that I'v 


| 1 love Davros 2.’ • IAN H WIGAN: ‘The Rani exposes herself and the Doctor is 

|| grabbed by the Tetraps? Naughty Smutty Time Team!” If you want to text us 
on anything Doctor Who-related, just text DRWHO followed by 
your message, to 66633. Texts are charged at 25p per message 
plus any network charges." Please keep your message to 160 
characters or under, and the best will appear on this page 


made me c 


TOBY WEINEL EMAIL 


On this month 22 years ago, the Sixth 
Doctor endured The Trial of o Time Lord. 
The story is now available on DVD. 


E TRIAL VERDICT 


We were blown away by 


у good 
September's The Trial of a Time Lord 


s! All of the episodes look 
and sound fantastic and the special 
features are out of this world. Trials 
and Tribulations must be the best 
documentary 2lentertain has ever 
done for the DVDs. The theme music 
s are terrific and cliffhanger 
ire, Now Get Out of That! is 


wonderful. A hug 


Il done to 
everybody involved! 


BEN KIRKHAM & NICK SIVILL EMAIL 


And now, the moment you've all been 
waiting for. 
Let's TROCK! 


are you ready, pop-pickers? 


Ш TROCK AND ROLL 


I'm not sure if you are aware of a 


ck, or Time Lord Rock 


UXI JEFFERIES EMAIL 


octor Who! | really 
ould check t| 


out and 
Jr magazine 


SARA VAADIA EMAIL 


The BBC channel on YouTube has 


something? Please cover Trock! 
BRENNA ARBOUR EMAIL 


J DYER EMAIL 


Oh dear. Hope you'll forgive this small 
indulgence! Til the next time, chums. 


ON THIS 
MONTH 


YEARS 
AGO 


Tom Spilsbury fishes 
out his copy of DWM 83, 
from November 1983... 


Twenty years! 


It's November 1983, the 20th anniversary 
of Doctor Who! As special episode The Five 
Doctors airs on BBC1, DWM turns back 
the clock and talks to Heather Hartnell, 
the widow of First Doctor actor William 
Hartnell... "lm staggered that the show 
has gone on for as long asit has,” said Heather. 
“Neither Bill nor | envisaged twenty years of Doctor 
Who. Doctor Who has meant a lot in my life, let alone 
Bill's, and we are all very grateful to it.” 

Heather Hartnell died the following year, aged 77. 


2 

Conventions! 
DWM also reported from 
Chicago, which hosted a 
Special 20th anniversary 
convention for the programme. 
According to DWM, Tegan 
actress Janet Fielding was 
asked to perform her 'Mara 
laugh’, as heard in serials 
Kinda and Snakedance. “Can ~ 
| have а quick look at the video?” the actress 
asked. "I'll do it tomorrow - l'Il have a quick look at 
the video and try to remember what | did." 

Fans, however, would not let Janet forget her 
promise the next day: “I haven't seen the video!” 
she wailed. “Feeble excuse, | think,” remarked Peter 
Davison. “I'll do it when Peter does his belly dance 
from the pantomime!” Janet retaliated, 

Sadly, this offer was not taken up. Spoilsports. 


Lost in Space! 


‘Good news!’ proclaimed reader Ricky Kipp in Doctor 
Who Letters. ‘There are in fact no missing episodes of 
Doctor Who. They all exist, intact, and are yours for 
the taking.’ He went on to explain that ‘radio waves 
on which television programmes are broadcast do not 
stop once they have been transmitted, 
They continue to travel into the 

depths of outer space. So all 

you have to do is arrange an 

expedition to a sufficiently 

distant planet (overtaking the 
radio waves on the way), not 
forgetting to take along а TV receiver 
and video recording equipment. Then tune into BBC1 
and wait for the broadcasts to arrive!" 

Of course, after this letter was published, DWM 
immediately funded a rescue mission into deep space, 
and we should have news of the results in time for 
DWM 26,462,312. And you can hold us to that. 


No joy at the Bank! 


The Matrix Data Bonk was in bullish mood 
again, as reader Gavin Costigan of Cheltenham 
wondered: *In Doctor Who and the Doomsday 
Weapon, on page 7, the keeper tells the young 
Time Lord that two TARDISes had been stolen. 4 
One by the Doctor and one by the Master. What ода 7. „А 
about the War Lord and the Meddling Monk?" % 
“Don't you mean the War Chief, not "Lord"?" бады 
replied DWM's keeper of the Bank, wearily. 
‘As for the question, well, it answers itself really.” 

Gavin, we're so sorry. If you contact us now, we'll 
refund the cost of your stamp, Ali 
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Sir Alistair Lethbridge-Stewart returns to TV this month 
in The Sarah Jane Adventures! Nicholas Courtne 


tells 


why the Brigadier will never truly retire... 


ave you heard? Brigadier Alistair 
Gordon Lethbridge-Stewart is 
back! The man who first met the 
Doctor during that incident with 
the Yeti, back in 19685 The Web 
of Fear. The man who went on 
to command UNIT, and fight 
off planetary invasions from the Cybermen, the 
Nestenes, the Axons – and, of course, the Daleks. 
The man who was responsible for blowing up the 
Silurians. The man who thwarted the Zygons. The 
man who destroyed the Destroyer. The man who 
apparently retired from the military lifestyle over 30 
years ago. (Yeah, right!) 

Television viewers last met up with the Brigadier 
on television in the 1989 Doctor Who story Battlefield 
(although the story itself was set a decade later), 
but now he's making his return in The Sarah Jane 
Adventures, joining forces with his old pal Sarah Jane 
Smith, for the Series Two finale Enemy of the Bane. 

And throughout all of these 
appearances, over all those years, 
Lethbridge-Stewart has been 
played by one man – the one and 
only Nicholas Courtney. 

So, after playing this iconic 
character on and off for 40 years, 
does Nicholas ever find himself 
filling in the gaps in the Brigadier's 
life? The things we never saw 
on screen? 

"Oh yes, sometimes, yes, 

І do, І do...” smiles Nicholas, as 
DWM settles down with him for a 
lunchtime drink at his local pub near 
his home in Crouch End. "I make 

up my mind about where he's been, 
what he's done. For example, 1 decided 
he was married originally to a lady 
called Fiona, who lived in the wilds of 
Scotland... Lethbridge-Stewart, Black 
Watch Regiment, he ought to have 
been. And finally one day, after all his 
adventures with the Doctor, she got 
fed up with all his absences, so she said 
to him, Its either me or the Doctor’ 
Of course, he decided he had to do his 
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duty to Queen and country and said, “Well, I've got 
to be with the Doctor, got to be. National security 
and all that!’ So she said ‘Right! and left him. And 
Doris, who we hear about in Planet of the Spiders, of 
course, that's his second wife, who then appears i 
Battlefield. Yes, that's definitely his second wife: 

Now, if you pay close attention to Enemy of 
the Bane, you'll even hear a quick mention of the 
Brigadier's wife. So is he still married to Doris, then, 
do we think? 

"Oh, yes, I think he's still with Doris; Nicholas 
says assuredly. “If you remember in Battlefield, they 
had the most wonderful vast country estate. We 
filmed it in a house in Denham, I think. The Brigadier 
was tending his garden, I think, which was curious, 
because I haven't got green fingers at all, really. But 
we had this enormous posh-looking house, which is 
replicated in the forthcoming Sarah Jane Adventures, 
cos there's an interior shot in my... dining-room-cum- 
study? I don't know 


how, you'd describe it, cos it's got this! 
table... It's this really magnificent roo 
in this house, and we filmed my first sc 

The Brigadier is ‘Sir Alistair’ these day 
don'tchaknow - so perhaps a knight of thé 
needs a house that befits the title? 

"Yes; chuckles Nick. “Well, I think he al 
probably had a very good pay-out from UNIT 
when he retired... either that, or he's always hadan 
enormous private income, 1 can't make up ту mind 
which! Or maybe a bit of both” 

Elisabeth Sladen reckons that UNIT must have a 
good pension scheme. 

"Good pensions, yep, that's right! Very good. And 
nowadays he's used to special, occasional trips to 
discover things that are wrong with the world. Hmm” 

DWM wonders how much Nicholas knows about 
the Doctor Who world he's re-entering. Has he seen 
many episodes of The Sarah Jane Adventures? 

"Not all of them, no,’ he admits, "but I like what 
Lis does enormously, she's a wonderful character to 
be right at the centre. She's absolutely wonderful, Lis 
Sladen. I thought the one we saw the other day [Day 
of the Clown, at September's Series Two press launch] 
was very good. І rather liked that story, cos І could 
see how [writer] Phil Ford says that clowns can be 
rather sinister people, which I think is rather good” 
Phil Ford, of course, is also the writer of Enemy of 
the Bane. “Yes, | found it so well written. I found Phil 
Ford's writing suited me perfectly" 

Having played the part, for so long, do you ever 
feel proprietorial over it? Do you ever feel, 'Oh, that's 
not a line the Brig would say? 
"Oh, occasionally, if something doesn't ring true 
I say so; Nicholas replies, before adding quickly, 
"but, you know, on this Sarah Jane the lines weren't 
a problem. Weren't a problem at all. They all came 
very naturally" He pauses for a moment. "There was 
a line when 1 was working on an audio story for Big 
Finish, when the Brigadier comes out and says a line 
like, ‘I don't want something to rain on my parade: 
It's a very American expression, so I said to Gary 
Russell [then audio producer], 'Gary, the Brig 
just wouldn't say this; and ће said, "You're quite 
right: But, occasionally, even with [1970s Doctor 

Who producer] Barry Letts in Planet of the 

Spiders, 1 was allowed to introduce my own lines 
sometimes. At the end, when Jon Pertwee is 
regenerating, originally the line that was written 
didn't mean very much – so 1 said to Barry and 

Terrance [Dicks, 19705 script editor], 'Can't 1 say, 
And they said Ves, of course, 


“here we go ава! 
very good!” 
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That line was written by you? 
"Oh yes. Exactly. And they liked that, they went for 
that. And the same in The Three Doctors: ‘I'm fairly 
sure that's Cromer’ That was my line, I put it in, the 
Brigadier getting it massively wrong again! It's actually 
another planet, of course!” 

Having been involved with Doctor Who for so 
many years, are you surprised by just /tow popular 
the series has become since its return? 

"Hmm. No, I'm not, cos I think David Tennant 
has enormous charisma about him. Im not 
surprised at its popularity. I like his Doctor, yes. No, 


I'm not surprised at all. And of course, Russell T has 


done marvels. The technical achievements they've 
made... We'd never get anywhere near that in our 


days. I suppose we just didnt have the technology" 


goes on, it'll certainly make it clear to the viewer that 
they've worked together before. But they don't talk 
ibout the Doctor at all, of course: 


Also co-starring in Enemy of the Bane is Samantha 


But everything dates, doesn't it? In 20 or 30 years 
time, these new episodes will look old-fashioned! 

"I suppose so, yes; Nick agrees. "One of my 
favourites of David's was School Reunion. | thought it 
was a very good one. Lis was immensely good, what 
she did had enormous clarity, and I liked Anthony 
Head playing the Headmaster. There was a good story, 
a very good story I thought. Oh, and I liked the one 


with the gas masks as well.“ 


Now, you must have kept in touch with Elisabeth 
Sladen over the years? 

“Oh yes. Very frequently! Yes, we always got on 
very well, Lis and I. She's very good. And I admire 
her enormously. She's so good in the part, apart 


from the fact that she's kept her figure beautiful Well, I think she said she wouldn't have done it 


= 


as you know. She looks stunning. She hasn't aged unless it was true to her character 


at all. She's amazing. Oh yeah, I like Lis! "Well, fair enough!" Nicholas nods approvingly 


Did she let slip to you I know it's for the younger viewers, but I think her 


that shed been offered relationship with the lads and Rani, watching the 


the chance to come back screening the other day, I thought that worked very 


for School Reunion? well indeed” 
“No, I had no idea So, how does Lethbridge-Stewart pop up in Sarah 
She didn't Nic 


pauses for a moment. 


Jane's world again? 

“Well, Sarah Jane needs some help, yes. She comes 
“Didn't she hesitate to see me... and when she tells me where she wants 
before deciding to to go, my face falls. But we manage!” Nick laughs 
come back?” heartily. “We have a lovely moment. According to the 
it works very well when Sarah comes into 
the room, and we're meeting again 

zut of course, you don't need to know 

all the history between them to understand 
that they're old friends? 

"No; agrees Nick, before : 


suppose you do a bit І mean, 


ding, "well, I 


unless you saw 
the old Sarah/Brigadier stories, you might 
wonder, ‘Well, ow does she know him?’ And 
so you might! But Lis has a line, ‘I’m going 

to see an old friend about this; and the next 


shot is her coming into ту house. As the story 
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producer, who told me when we were at the screening, 


Bond, who returns to 
Mrs Wormwood, the 


The Sarah Jane Adventures as 


> villain from the very first SJA 


episode /nvasion of the Bane 


"Samantha Bond! 
Had you met bef 


"Never, no! She's 


She's terrific. Great fun” 
ore? 


very good though, and great 


fun to be with, good company. A great gossiper 


and she had some | 


ovely stories! I've seen her on 


stage in a play with Judi Dench. Very good she 


was, Samantha. And, you know, I'd never realised 


I knew her father 


Philip Bond, who was 


Her father was an actor called 


my sort of generation as an 


actor. In the early days of being actors, we used to be 


seen quaffing pints here and there..’ 


Did Nick need to c 


actually want to come 


"No! Didn't have to give it more than one thought" 


And, of course, 'Sir Alistair' was mentioned briefly 


in The Poison Sky, ear 


onsider for long whether hed 
` back? 


ier this year 


"Yes! I'd been told actually, I think on the Saturday 


it was going out. My f 
watching, and he said 
tonight! So I watchec 
mentioned the Brigac 
wonder why they've 
said to me, ‘Ah, you're 
back!; and I must say, 
1 wonder... But then 

Juild hopes up and li 


phone call saying We 


in Sarah Jane, are we 
"Well... no 


[hat's what Russell w 


althc 


schtum' 


Of course, what wed all like to see ultimately is the 


said, ‘With pleasure!” 


riend Kevin Davies had been 

, Oh, you got a mention 

the repeat on Sunday, and they 
ier. And I thought, "That's nice, 
done that...?’ A lot of people 

' coming back, you're coming 


it crossed my mind. I thought, 


thought, ПІ dismiss that one. 
ve and learn. And then I got a 


d love you to come back; so 


And there's always the potential you could come 


yack again? Surely we're not going to see you killed off 


ugh, actually, maybe you will? 


ould say! Hmm. I'm keeping 


Brigadier back alongside the Doctor himself 


THES 5 THE FIRST TIME THAT DWM 
ч deen kept waiting for a hat. Well, a hat 
and a бе and a jacket, to be precise 
DWM is co location with the SA team 
to tale a historic photo – Sarah Jane 
ané the Brigadier reunited! But taving 
waited for з point when both Flisabeth 
Sladen and Nicholas Courtney ate tree, 
we've hit 3 snag. While the two actors 
are happy to have their photo taken, the 
aforementioned tems from Sr Aistair’s 
Costeme have been borrowed by S,] j 
Derek Lea, as an exciting piece of stust- 
t rieng is captsred by the cameras. 
Wah so spare bits of costume handy, that 
Means по photos Can be takes until after the 
Stunts completed. DWM asks Nick # he'd 
rather be doing the stust himself? 


“No, m диве happy for someone else 
1o do R” Nicholas checdes. "Fm а devout 
coward! A group caled Havoc used to do 
fers back in my day, Гру were always 
Brewing themselves off Бот tuge heights. 
Not for me од], thank yor! Dear me, по 
no no! When we were doing that (йеп in 


Need stoey [19935 Dimensions іт Tune] there 


А sunny day's recording in the summer of 
1969. John Breslin (as Captain Munro) and 
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was 2 scene with à helicopter, and at cut 
point they said. "Now, you 10k down at Mr. 
Раіне, I salê, "No f bloody weil oe, the 
Brig gets vertigo” Ke paar cd | went straight 
ta the pub and had Іне counds rapid!” 

Did you exes Ave to do your Ск stunts? 
"Well, in The Ambassadors of дй, Fhad 
2 iet of Shooting 15 do,” Hick recalls. “But 
that was al gte because That dide t имоме 
heights! For some reason, stunts sever used 
по Come ту way very often Му sqsaddies go! 
35 5e them! Peewee loved stunts, ef course.” 

“Thad a гам os stage once, [was 
playing St George. Fighting the dragon. (was. 
never ver good al fencing, andon te last 
night my sword beoke Із ha?! Гот}! 52 
the deogos managed 22 hich bis word grer to 
те S that | was abe to finish hin off 
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“My favourite story.” Nicholas Courtney 
as the alfernate-universe version of 
11 in 1970's Inferno. 


< Did you know about these plans when you shot The 


Invasion then? 

Um, no, not til the end,’ Nick recalls. "Quite soon 
after, though. Quite soon after The Invasion. Because 
there was another story or two in between, wasn't 
there? Pat Troughtons last one was The War Games, 
wasnt it? I remember also being told that that would 
be when the BBC would go into colour. So that was 
the first Doctor Who story in colour – Pertwee' first 
one, Зреатеаа from Space. Which has proved to be 
a very popular one, one they often repeat, all over the 
world. І mean, particularly in America, cos I still get 
cheques, you know, for Spearhead from Space 

Spearhead from Space relaunched Doctor Who 
in 1970, with the newly-regnerated Doctor exiled 


to Earth. Once again meeting up with Brigadier 


Lethbridge-Stewart, the Doctor became affiliated with 


the United Nations Intelligence Taskforce – UNIT 
— protecting the Earth from alien invasion. 
“Yes... One of the things that Jon Pertwee said at 


the time was that the Earth stories work very well, cos 


it's a threat to us, rather than happening on distant 

planets. Jon used to say that if you suddenly find 

a Yeti on your loo in Tooting Bec, it's much more 

frightening than meeting a Yeti in Outer Space!” 
Yes, Jon Pertwee was often harping on about 

гс; wasn't he? It's 


that ‘Yeti on the loo in Tooting 
Who's Greatest Scenes That 
Never Actually Happened. | wonder what the Yeti 
would have been doing on the loo? 


surely one of Doctor 


"Hmm. Wondering how it worked probably" 
Probably. We take these episodes for granted 
now, but at the time it must have seemed so new. 
Ihe Brig 
1960s version of the series, wasn't he? 


dier was really the only link from the old 


That's why it was slightly easier for me, I think, 
Nicholas nods. "When we were doing Spearhead, 
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I remember, Jon and 1 didn't hit it off immediately. It 


didn't take long afterwards, a few stories... but he was 
still finding out how he was going to play the Doctor 


but I had already established my character. That helps? 


Caroline John was also introduced as scientist 
Elizabeth Shaw. As the 'old hand' did Nick feel a 
responsibility in ‘welcoming’ them to the series? 

“Well, І think Jon had already taken oven that 
He did the welcoming, I think, because he was the 
leading man. Quite right. He was very good when 
people joined, and he was very good at making them 
feel welcome at the beginning of each story. Caroline 
and І immediately got on very well. We had a lot in 
common, Caroline and 1. Actually, 1 don't think there's 
anyone I havent got on with at all, in fact 

Ihe Doctor, the Brigadier and Liz braved alien 
invasions through 25 episodes in 1970, taking in the 
stories Spearhead from Space, Doctor Who and the 
Silurians, The Ambassadors of Death and Inferno ("My 


favourite one; Nick smiles). Did he 


know that hed be featuring in the 
series for the whole year? 


Day of the down? 
No, these circus folk appeared 
in 1971's Terror of the Autons.. 


~ 


Yes. Well, 1 knew I was going to do two years, 


actually. I'd had the contract, and at the end of the two 
years Barry said, ‘Well look, we're going out in space 
now, so we wont be seeing you for a bit, but no doubt 
you'll do a story again; which I did, Id come back and 
do the odd story when he came back to Earth.’ 

After appearing in every story of Jon Регімее first 
two series, the Brigadier appeared less frequently in 
the remainder of the Third Doctor's era. By the end 
of The Three Doctors (1972/73), the Time Lords had 
returned to the Doctor the power to travel in time 
and space 
UNIT team. 
Y 
time the Brig got to go off in the TARDIS himself, 


and that meant fewer appearances by the 


Nicholas nods. “And that one was the first 


yes! Off to another planet! Until then, hed resolutely 
refused to go off in his time machine. Yes, The Three 
Doctors 


Pertwee were together. They played up each other very 


that was the first time that Troughton and 


well. 1 was there in the rehearsal room, wondering 
when they were going to rehearse the first scene, how 
they were going to play when they were together on 
the set. Pertwee was a bit sort of, er... cos Pat, he's er...’ 
He breaks off and laughs. Come on, Nick, spit it out! 

"Well, Jon was very exact, you know? Hed want 
to know what's coming on which cue... but Pat 
Troughton came in saying, ‘Oh, 1 don't know what cue 
I should use!’ But, er... they had two different ways of 
working, put it like that!" 

How did you react to having two Doctors to play to 

at once? Up until that point the Brigadier had always 
been the straight man 
to Jon Pertwee's Doctor, 
but suddenly here was 
Pertwee kind of acting as 
the straight man to Patrick 
Troughton's Doctor! How 
did the Brigadier fit into 
that equation? 

"Yes, 1 was always the 
straight man. But comedy 
can come out of the straight 
man anyway... There was 
a wonderful moment, if 
I remember rightly, when Bill 
Hartnell finally appears on the 
і screen, and the Brigadier has 


the lovely line, “Three of them » 


Hello Lis! How's this series going? 
“Oh, hello! | think we've got three weeks to go — 
if that! We've got a lot to get in.” 


Now the Sontarans are back, who you’ve 
met before, of course... 

"| know! In order of preference, my favourites 
are Davros and then the Sontarans. So I've 

ticked my boxes this year! It's lovely that we 

can scavenge from the past. That was my first 
[Doctor Who] story, with the Sontarans (1973's The 
Time Warrior.” 


The Sontarans have changed a bit... 
"They've changed quite a bit, actually = they're 
not quite as silver, they're more blue-y. And they 
look much more metallic - less material-like.” 


... and you've been reunited with Nick 
Courtney on this series... 

“Oh, | know, isn’t that wonderfull It’s seamless, 
the Brig coming in. It's absolutely seamless. It 
really, really works! We've had lots of bits and 
bobs of [photos of] UNIT in the attic, and we had 
the book which said UNIT on, which Graeme 
[Harper] focussed on last time he directed us.” 


Now, your very first story featured Nick 
Courtney, of course. 

“Yes, we were much more Earthbound with Jon 
[Pertwee], and it took off more into space with 


Tom [Baker]. So | didn’t see Nick that much when | | 


was with Tom, except when we landed on Earth.” 


Do you remember the first time that you 
and Nick met each other? 

“It would have been on the set. We wouldn’t 
have been introduced beforehand, It would have 
been literally on the set for the first scene of 
Time Warrior. \f we shot it in order! Which | think 
probably we would have done, being my first 
one. So probably it was my very first studio day.” 


Now you've had a lot of success with The 
Sarah Jane Adventures... 

"We've done really well. | think they're really 
pleased with it from what | hear. At one point we 
were going to do 24 episodes, but | don’t think it 
was logistically possible.” 


So you hope to do another 12 next year? 

“Well | think they're thinking ahead, but never 
say anything is set in stone, cos you've always 
got to wait for backing. It’s all about budget. It 
isa children's programme, so | suppose we're 
getting whatever a CBBC budget is, but we've 

got loads of special effects, and you have very 
layered scripts. There's a lot going on." 


: we were in Rassilon's tomb, | mean I’m in the 
| background thinking, "What the hell am | doing га h 


This series there's a new girl, Rani... 
“We've got a new family, and that's really nice 
for me, because Yasmin is quite small in height, 
so that was a different way | could deal with her. 
Anjli [Mohindra, who plays Rani] is much taller, 


and in a way more grown up, so my character has 
i to adapt how to deal with that person.” 


Wow you've had a rematch with Davros 


and the Sontarans, are there any other old 
i monsters that you'd like to see come back? 
1 “Oh, you'll have to remind me! Which ones were 


good, even back then. They were a Jim Acheson 
creation. It's wonderful, when you had Jim you 
could always shoot the monsters from the back. 
They were very organic. Very good. Actually, yes, 
the Zygons. That's the best one." 


What do you think it is about Sarah Jane 
particularly that makes her such an iconic 


|. Doctor Who companion? 


"| have really tried to think about that, and 
can only think – | mean, she is an Earthbound 


| character for a start. So you can pick her up from 
; Earth. You don't have to go racing into space. 
| And think Who caught a lot of people's 


imaginations with Jon and Tom. | think 
I was very fortunate with my Doctors." 


Now, you almost had your own 
spin-off series before... 


| "Well, the pilot that we did [1981's K9 and 

|. Company), when | got the script, I went into 

| the office with John [Nathan-Tuner, producer] 

| апа Eric [Saward, script editor] and said “This 

| isn’t Sarah at all" They said ‘Oh, we'll fix it,’ and 


it just didn't get fixed! There was no tension in it. 


; Everyone did their best and things weren't easy 
| - but... it never quite had the springboard that it 


needed. It was a shame, but I'm not really sorry.” 


The Five Doctors reunion was quite soon 
afterwards. Was that a better experience? 


| "No... It was a bit cobbled together, | thought. It 


didn't have the production time before we came 


i onit. mean it was rather like licquorice allsorts, 


wasn't it? It didn’t go together. The scene where 


here, | better shake hands with Tegan!” I don’t 
believe you should be on the screen if you don’t 
have something to add to it.” 


The Stolen Earthi Journey's End is a little 
bit like The Five Doctors, what with all the 
returning characters... 


there? The Robot... the Zygons... They were really | 


“Oh, | hadn't thought about that. It didn't 
even cross my mind! I don’t think it bears any 
resemblance to it, but you're absolutely right!” 


[Tate, as Donna] comes in and | was pushed away 
with such velocity, that | just spun!” 


Do you find that children recognise you in 
the street now? Like in the old days? 
“Oh, actually it happens a lot more now, because 
1 have the old guard, and their children or 

| grandchildren. Children wave to me!” 


Do you think that reunion was more 
Successful than The Five Doctors? 

“Oh, | don’t think they can be put in the same 
category W favourite word at the moment 


seamless. | think it's a b 
watch it again and again and де 


| SJA is the Number One show on CBBC... 
| "We've got the top six slots! Who'd have thought 
and understand it more each time, Oh ost that when Doctor Who came 
How could you think Sarah Jane and Torchw08 eally w red for bad press. Not 
would ever get together? Loved it!" ; programme was bad, 

5 would do. 


It was pretty chaotic with the TARDIS scene. 
with everyone around that console... 

"We shot that first! Oh it was wonderful! You 
know on the call sheet where it says how many 
people are in a scene? The list just went 

on and on! The director Graeme Harper 

looked at it and went 'My god, how is 

this going to happen?” 


Our favourite bit was where 
Donna pushes Sarah out of 
the way to go and hug Jack! 
"| saw that, and | thought ‘What 
the hell am I going to do?” | just 
thought, ‘I'll have to fling and 
go for it!’ There was no-one 

for me to hug! Everyone had a 
hugger! So | went from David 

to someone else, to John 

had а lovely hug, 
lifted off my feet, 
and Catherine 
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4 | didn't know when I was well off" The 


Brigadier was amazed by everything going 


but had to appear to take it all in his stride” 


N a he Time Warrior launched Jon 
Pertwee's final series as the Doctor 
in 1973/74, and also saw the 
début of both Elisabeth Sladen 
as Sarah Jane Smith, and the 


alien Sontarans, who have plagued the Doctor 
time and again over the years, and reappear in 
the forthcoming series finale of The Sarah Jane 
Adventures (“ Yes, they've endured very well 
And lo and behold, І meet them again!). But 
times were changing, and at the end of the series, in 
Planet of the Spiders, Jon Pertwee's features blurred 
and changed into those of Tom Baker. The Brigadier 


appeared in Tom Baker's first story, Robot, but after 


that the Doctor resumed his travels in time and space, 


with appearances from the UNIT team becoming 
even less frequent 

"It was when we were doing [19755] Terror of the 
Zygons that I think we all thought that was the end 
of UNIT, forever. John [Levene, who played Sergeant 
Benton] said ‘Katy [Manning] gone, jons gone, now 


we're going... The series is all coming to an end, you 


know: That dire prediction of John's was proved, of 


course, wrong, cos it went on forever" 


It did seem, however, that Terror of the Zygons 
might prove to be the Brigadier's swansong, although 
John Levene himself returned for one further 
appearance, at the tail end of 1975 

"Did he? Oh yes, The Android Invasion. That 


was one І wasn't in, but І was supposed to have been 


"Do you remember when they did that 


Another new Doctor 
to get used to... 


+ (95) 


Robot 


21983 version of the Brigadit 


comes ГО race with Hees 
Doctor in Mawdryn Undead. 


Зу 1981 John Nathan-Turner was the producer of 
Doctor Who, overseeing Tom Baker's final series, and 


bri 


zing in the Fifth Doctor, Peter Davison 


“So John and 1 were chatting, and he suddenly 
said, “Would you like to come back to the series? 
And, you know, there we are 
Some time later he rang up 
and said, ‘Right, you play two 

Brigadiers. One who's met 

himself, and so he's had a nervous 

breakdown. Mawdryn Undead." 

Ihe story involved а 

complicated time paradox, where 
the Doctor and his companions 
encounter two versions of the 
zrigadier - one from 1977, and 
another from 1983 
‘I remember when we were 


doing Mawdryn, it was supposed to 


Down time ( take place during the Queens Silver 


The BBC had... first of all, 
they'd rung me up and 
asked me if I could do a story, and I said ‘yes:. 
and then they cancelled the story, and I thought “that's 
а pity; so I didn't do it. The next time they asked me, 
I was back on stage, cos during all these gaps between 
Doctor Who І was touring, doing lots of plays...” 
Durir 


visits to modern day Earth became less and less 


he second half of the 1970s, the Doctor's 


frequent, with visits instead to far-flur 
such as Gallifrey, Pluto, Calufrax, Tara, Skaro 


and Skonnos... UNIT had seemingly had its day 


g planets 


- and the Brigadier, as part of that old regime, had 
disappeared with them 

“І remember I was at Tom Baker's farewell party at 
the BBC; Nicholas recalls, “and Tom said slyly, “Yes, 
but I've had the part for longer than anyone else; cos 
hed had it for seven years, hadn't he? But it was at 
that party that John Nathan-Turner said, 'You may 
remember те, and І did, funnily enough, cos ће а 


been a floor manager or something 


I've also done one with Colin, called The Spectre of 
Lanyon Moor. Good story that. Nick Pegg.” 


Jubilee, which was 77. Yet originally, 
way back when we were doing Doctor 
Who in Pertwee's time, that was 
supposed to take place in the '80s! So, you know, 
one said to people, ‘Don't worry about that, doesn't 
matter, doesn't matter...” 
Did you bring that up at the time? 
"No, someone else did. The assiduous Doctor Who 
fans did. They all noticed..” 
What did you 


for Mawdryn Undead? After all, there were a lot of 


think when you first saw the script 


scenes with the Brigadier in them 
"Well, quite а lot, yes, cos there were two 


Brigadiers!” Nicholas chuckles. “Only one fee though. 


I found that story quite complicated to understand, 
but maybe that's just as well that I, or the Brigadier, 
didn't understand it. The whole premise of... what's it 
called...? The Blinovitch Limitation. Have you heard 
of that?” 

Er... we think it's what happens when you travel in 
time. If you touch yourself it causes a big explosion 

“Oh. Well, I rechristened it the Slimovitch 


Invitation! I remember taking that script home, 


experiment, which | never think worked, 

for Children in Need? Doctor Who meets "Yes. l liked his Doctor. | think, in the “Yes, | read it, no, no, of course | did! 

EastEnders! I'd never done a story with Colin end, it was a bit too American. | mean they 1 remember Clayton [Hickman, former 

Baker, so John Nathan-Tumer arranged that at one had, in the last part of that film, a car chase in Los DWM editor] asked me if that'd be all : 

point. I'd be saying, "Hello," to Jon Pertwee and Angeles. Didn't want that, bit too American. | suppose right and І said, "Yeah, sure!" where the Brigadier gets knighted — after 


“Goodbye,” to Colin Baker, [ think that’s how the story 
went! Finally, | got to work with Colin - if only to do a 
handshake! finally ticked that box, yest” 
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the money and the backing was American, but um... 
Paul McGann, very good actor indeed. Of course, I've 
managed to work with him on the Big Finish tapes... 


who's betraying UNIT, And he gets honoured, gels IS М. 


knighthood, because of what he’s done!” 


Mil k | 
Jane, her gang ani \ 


| \ 


and having a holiday in the South of France. І was 
studying this Mawdryn Undead script, and | found it 
quite hard to comprehend, really" 

With all the changes that had happened on Doctor 
Who in the intervening years since Terror of the 
Zygons — both on screen and behind the camera 

did you find that it didn’t really feel like the same 
series anymore? 

“Мо, it felt roughly the same,” Nick considers 
"It was a different Doctor, and you just reacted in 
a different way. But І remember in Mawdryn... one 
of the Brigadiers, when ћез had this meeting, has a 
sort of nervous breakdown as far as | can remember 
Which I suppose you would if you met yourself! 

We recorded them, obviously, Brigadier One and 
Brigadier Two on different days, cos the make-up 
was all different. One with a moustache, one without 
But I had to remember how to be slightly more... 
what's the word? Bent? No, hunched shoulders, 
rather, on the older version. And I had to remember 
each time, as we were rehearsing scene after scene, 
not to jump from one Brig... Very difficult, and as 
they were both the same age, roughly, there's no 
great difference. Not like in /nferno, where I was two 
different characters entirely. So I had to concentrate 
quite a lot” 

In Mawdryn Llndead we discover that the 
Brigadier has retired from UNIT and become a 


school teacher — something barely referred to again! 


"Well, chronologically after that, what was it? The 
Five Doctors? Yes, The Five Doctors he's still at school, 
but he gets taken over by the obelisk, you know, 
when him and Troughton are walking in UNIT 


grounds, he gets lifted out... but I remember at the 


end of the story, Pat Troughton says, 'Back to school, 


Brigadier So, presumably re’s still at the school in 
Ihe Five Doctors: 


When everyone was coming together to celebrate 


20 years of Doctor Who in The Five Doctors, was tha 


the point that you realised how unique the series 

was? That it had this place in television history? 
"Something that was gonna last, yes... 1 always 

said years and years ago, and I'll say it now, I think 


it'll go on forever the progr 


mme, as long as it 
keeps on evolving. Which it does — | mean, since 
Chris Eccleston, now David took over... as long 


as it continues to evolve, and it Лаз to change 


obviously, things have to be different, it's the sort 


Except...” Nick 


of programme that can last forev 
pauses for a moment to consider, before whispering, 
"Does anybody remember this? Weren't there only 
supposed to be 12 regenerations for the Doctor 

Well, technically yes, that's true 

"So, we're on number 10 at the moment... Three 
more Doctors. Then what would they do?" Nicholas 
chuckles mischievously. Well, we've heard that 
something called the Crystal Ball of Zog will help out 


once that scenario comes to pass. We move on. 


m n 1984, Colin Baker became the Sixth Doctor 
"Colin was the only Doctor I never really 
actually worked with... in the old davs that is, 


not the new ones..”), but he remained in the 


part for only two full series ("I know, Michael 
Grade. Chopped 


Nick aware that Doctor Who was going through 


he programme, І know...”). Was 


turbulent times? 

"Yes, yes a fair amount, because when John 
[Nathan-Tuner] asked me back, subsequently 
I became very, very good friends with John. In fact, 
he was Best Man at my second wedding. We became 


great chums. So we kept in contact. | was aware, 


of course, because of what one read, and you alwavs 
wondered when [then BBCI controller] Michael 

Grade said, 'Right, that's it, no more; whether that 
would be it. Then, lo and behold, Sylvester proved 


"Which 


them wrong” He laughs before ad 


was splendid!" 


Battletiely (1959) 


Nicholas returned 
to Doctor Who in 1989 in Battlefield, 
alongside the Seventh Doctor, Sylvester McCoy. 

"They were going to kill me off, actually,’ Nick 
reveals. “JNT said, ‘Do you mind?’ and I said, ‘No, 
give me a good story to go out on, Гуе had a very 
good run out of it. Its been very good to me’ But 
then, during filming the script, the way it developed, 
they changed their minds and decided not to kill me 
off after all. Although at one point, Sylvester says, 
"ОЋ, you were meant to die in your bed!" 

Were you happy to have a reprieve then? 

Quite happy! It's prolonged the character. | mean, 
he’s not dead yet, the Brig. And all during the interim 
periods when it was off completely, before Chris 
Eccleston took over, Big Finish kept the whole thing 


alive, didn't they? All these wonderful audio stories..” 


But, come on, is that really the way the Brigadier 
would go? Dying in bed? 

‘Hmm. No, he'd go out in a blaze of glory, I think 
Ihat was what was originally going to happen in 
Battlefield. An act of self-sacrifice” 

That seems appropriate for the Brig, doesn't it? 
“Self-scarifice, yes. Maybe I'll get to do that before 
І really die те?” Nick laughs heartily. But yes, he 
should die for his country. No, for his planet!" «M» 


Ad 


пе ~ лапе Аду 


res continues on BBC 
One each Monday at 4.35pm, and on the CBBC 


Channel at around 5.15pm. 
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that DWM was announcing 


and suddenly, it was all over. It seems like only yesterday 


as Doctor Who's 
new producer. Five years on, Benjamin Cook caught up with 


Phil to find out how he's coping now he's left it all behind... 


ell, Гт not going to 
watch it. l'm never 
watching Doctor Who 
again. I can't possibly” 
Phil Collinson is 
joking, of course. DWM 
has asked him about this 
year's forthcoming Christmas Special, The Next 
Doctor, the first episode of twenty-first-century 
Doctor Who that he has played no part in making. 
"I don't know anything about the Christmas 
episode,’ he says. “Well, І know the Cybermen are in 
it. I know it's set in Victorian times. I kind of know 


what the fans know. I know what I've read in Doctor і 


Who Magazine and the newspapers, but that's 

all. I'm really excited. I'm sure watching it will be 
emotional - the first couple of minutes, where the 
credits come up and my name isn't on them — but 
that's the choice that I've made, and I have to live 
with that. I've made a choice not to be involved with 
it anymore” 

A couple of Christmases ago, Phil took a month 
off from the Doctor Who treadmill to go on holiday 
to New York. Such is his love for the show, and his 
role as producer, that his friends concluded that he 
must have something terminal. ^My friends thought 
I was seriously ill” he told DWM, a few months 
later. “Why else would I leave Doctor Who?” Two 
years later, what's changed? 

‘1 left because it was time - for me, personally; 
he says, when we meet in a coffee house two 


minutes from Kings Cross Station, in London. It's 
mid October 2008. "Four-and-a-half years is longer 
than I've ever stayed in a job. It got to the point 
where I was picking up scripts and going, “Right, 
Scene 4, that'll be done with green screen, and 
she'll be on a wire, and that'll be done like that.. 
A little bit of the creativity goes. A little bit of that 
‘Tm sweating and excited to be picking up this new 
script and working out how we're going to tackle it’ 
goes. Also, there comes a point when it's best for the 
show. You need to have new people coming in. Do І 
miss it? Of course I miss it. I miss the people hugely. 
I got very close to a lot of them, because we worked 
long hours, we worked hard, and it was incredibly, 
intensely collaborative — and terrifying, in the early 
days — and an awful lot of fun. It's the happiest thing 
I've ever worked on, and I miss that. Frankly, I miss 
being in that shitstorm. Every day, the phone would 
ring and something had gone wrong. I miss dealing 
with that” 

Phil's last day on set was 21 March. DWM was 
there in studio, in the Dalek Crucible. 


The Supreme Dalek was going nuts. "Give it some 
мећу!" hollered Phil. “Can we have a little more 
swing on his eyestalk?" Julie Gardner and Russell 
T Davies (Doctor Who's executive producers) 
were there too, all teary-eyed and emotional. 

Phil, in contrast, was holding it together. His final 
proclamation to the studio floor? “Red-hot Dalek 
action! I love it!” Fitting last words. 

The next day, he left the UK for America. “I took 
six weeks off. I just vanished. I went somewhere hot; 
lay on а beach and did nothing. I had to do that. 

If I'd gone straight into another job, I would have 
struggled" So he found it tougher to leave than 

he'd expected? “In the initial few months, it does 
feel like someone's died? he admits, with surprising 
candour. "There's suddenly a massive part of your 
life that isn't there anymore. It's awful. I've cried. 

It's a very strange thing to be in your late 30s and 
know that the job that you'll be defined by forever, 
probably the most exciting job that you'll ever do, is 
behind you. It's very disconcerting. I've had to come 


to terms with that. It's been a funny old time. 
But I am moving on, resolutely" 

When did he realise that his time was up? 
"Coming to the end of Series Three, I think. It felt 
hard to do another series. At the point when we 
were thinking about someone new coming in as the 
companion, I kind of thought, oh, are we doing this 
again? I'm so glad that I did a fourth series, but I 
knew then that it would be my last" 

Last August, just a couple of months into 
production on Series Four, Phil was offered the 
producer's job on ITV soap Coronation Street — 
for a Manchester boy, a dream come true, surely? 
“Well, yeah, it was. It's massive. It's a monster 
now. It's a five-times-a-week monster. It's watched 
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by the entire nation. I went to meet them about it, 
and I thought Id do it. Then a Sunday paper ran а 
story — some memo had leaked my name - saying 
that I was going to exterminate Weatherfield; | was 
going to kill off all these characters. I'd only had one 
meeting! І think I was one of three people that they 
were seeing, although subsequently they did offer 
it to me - by which point it had been in the papers, 
so [BBC Head of Fiction] Jane Tranter knew that it 
was on the cards, and she offered me the job that I'm 
doing now.” This is Head of Drama of BBC Vision, in 
Manchester. "It was a close call” admits Phil. "I had to 
decide between the two 

‘I hope that one day I will make Coronation Street, 
and I almost did, but this job felt the more challenging 


for me at this point. I've gone on to develop new 


shows, which puts me on my back foot again, 
because it's not something that I'm familiar with 
doing. I'm not as comfortable going into TV Centre 
and pitching ideas at them. There's a bit of terror in 
that. My reputation is on the line again. I'm working 
closely with writers, a whole range of writers, getting 
incredibly involved in the scripts — which I wasn't on 
Doctor Who necessarily, in the way that I had been on 


other shows...” 


ы ЖУ 
embled for Rose, 


< 
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Back in action in the summer of 2005 – Phil Collinson 
with director James Hawes, as shooting begins on 
David Tennant’s début story Jhe Christmas Invasion... 


"I got into Bretton Hall, a quite prestigious college 
near Wakefield. The League of Gentlemen went there 
Mark [Gatiss] left the year I arrived. I was surrounded, 

for three years, by people who were completely into 
У theatre. It introduced me to new 
ways of thinking. 1 was going to 

ђе an actor. I was going to be the 
best actor in the world! I thought 
I was going to be at the RSC, 
riginally a Leeds and take the world by storm 
lad, many of Of course, I didn't, but I had a 
Phil's family go. | made a proper fist of it” 
and friends are He spent four years as a 
in Ма 


which he 


nchester, jobbing actor, three based 


in Liverpool, living in a tiny 


considers home bedsit (“one room, shared 


"Russell jokes about it, because kitchen, shared loo, shared 


've spent four years moaning that I'm everything else"). He found himself 


driving up the M6 back to Manchester writing and directing for a theatre 


most weekends. Now that I'm back in company there, which led him to try out for a 


Manchester, I'm moaning about missing Cardiff! script-editing job at Granada — a six-month contract 


ve made good friends in Cardiff, and I'm absolutely on soap opera Springhill. The writing team included 


Paul Abbott, Sally Wainright, Paul Cornell, Gareth 


determined to stay in touch with them, but it's good to 


зе home. In some ways, my roots are in Manchester, Roberts, and one Russell T Davies — "incredible 


so there's a comfort in that. It's lovely to be closer to writers at the beginning of their careers. I learnt so 


my parents again. They aren't getting any younger, and 


much. Literally, you're as green as the grass, and 


ме missed being able to nip over and see them" you're in a script meeting with Russell and Paul 


As for his childhood: "I sound like orphan Annie, You think, what the hell do I do? All you can do is 


xut I came from a very working-class family. Everyone be yourself — and not try to show off, because those 


in my family had conventional jobs” His mother people see right through that 


was a tailoress; his father was an electrical engineer. "| didn't have any formal training; he persists 


"It was a completely different world, so I had no “I didn't go to a film school. І didn't do English Lit at 


ambition to do anything in this profession: In his Oxford. I had a drama degree, but that's it. I came into 


mid teens, Phil joined an amateur dramatics group this not knowing anything, but I made it my business, 


and started to think that he'd like to be an actor. when I was a script editor, to learn about everybody's 


"But I couldn't see how. І love to cook, so I went to jobs. I'd be out on the set as much as I could, even 
catering school for three years, between 17 and 20 though the set is the most terrifying place when you 
After I left, I only worked in that industry for a couple first start out” 
of months, because I decided to go to drama school Phil can recall his first ever meeting with Russell 
My mum wasnt terribly happy at first, but I've always "Yes, the very moment. I started on Springhill in April 


been single-minded '97, and this was shortly after. My boss at the time was 
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The captain of thie ship! Phil Collinson takes Ë 
the helm of Captain Jack's spaceship daring ` . 
shooting of The Doctor Dances inea 
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Paul Marquess [who went on to create Footballers' 
Wives]. 1 was in this little office, and he brought in 

this person to meet me — just the tallest person I'd 
ever seen! It was Russell. He came in and we shook 
hands. I'd read his Springhill scripts. I said, ‘I think 
they're brilliant! Нед written two, I think. They were 
incredibly polished. I can’t remember the first time we 
talked about Doctor Who, but it was pretty soon after. 
There was a Doctor Who reference, I think, in one of 
his scripts. 

"Paul Abbott and I became friends, and мед be out 
on a Wednesday, getting drunk, and every so often 
Russell would join us. I didn't work with him again 
until Doctor Who, but we stayed friends, and our 
boyfriends became friends. He hasn't changed much” 
Has his writing, though? "I don't think so. The thing 
about Russell's writing, even back then, is he doesn't 
just think as a writer; he thinks as a producer. He 
thinks about the practicalities of filming. As a script 


editor or producer, it can be difficult to engage with 


lis scripts on a creative level, because you're handed 
something and... well, there’s not much you can say 
about it” 

Is Phil perhaps, at long last, answering the killer 
question posed to him way back in DWM 380: what 
is his and Julie’s least favourite thing about Russells 
writing...? Until now, he's always refused to answer 
it. “Well, hmm, he says. “Yes. I touched on it earlier 
when I said that I hadn't necessarily been as involved 
in the scripting process. There was no place for me 
there. As a writer, Russell doesn't need your help. 


He doesn't need to bounce ideas off you. You can't 


challenge Russell's scripts — not because you don't 
want to, but because he's thought of everything. He's 
just brilliant. None of this is a criticism; it's the truth 
of him as a writer. It's his vision, and you don't want 
to challenge that. His work is so definite, so assured, 
so ‘him’ — his voice and his worldview. It always was, 
and it still is” 

Russell wrote the part of Alexander in his 1999 


hit series Queer as Folk with Phil in mind to play 


him. "Quite why I don't know; laughs Phil, "because 
Alexander's a huge, screaming queen” Nonetheless, 
he auditioned. "Russell has said that it wasn't as bad as 
it felt, but it felt like a terrible audition. I couldn't do it. 
I wasnt very good. Anthony Cotton [who ultimately 


got the part] went in after me and just nailed it. Bless 


Russell, he had the awful job of phoning me and 


saying, “You haven't got it’ But I kind of knew. It was 
another turning point for me: I thought, if you can't 
get a part that's been written for you, then you'd better 


giv e up now. 


e went on to sc ript-edit ITV shows 
Emmerdale and Peak Practice, 


climbir e ranks to become, at 


the age of 29, producer of the latter 
- and then BBC dramas Born and 

Bred, Linda Green and Sea of Souls. 
How soon after the announcement, 


ptember 2003, that Doctor Who would return to 


ens in 2005, with Russell at the helm, was Phil 


approached to produce it? 

“Well, Russell had kept it quiet. I was on Sea of 
Souls at the time, for BBC Scotland, and I'd got the 
plane down to London, because I had a meeting. I was 
on the Heathrow Express, coming into Paddington, 
and I opened a newspaper - and there was the 
announcement. I was like, Oh my God! I sent Russell 
a text going ‘OMG! ОМС! Two minutes later, he 
rang me and we were screaming with excitement 


down the phone. He couldn't believe that the BBC 


was letting him do it. In that phone call, he said 
to me, Would you want to produce it?’ 
Of course I would" He said, ПІ put 
your name forward. But it's not 

my choice. It has to be vetted! 

I understood 


"Two weeks later, 


Julie invited me for a 
meeting. I'd never 
met Julie before 

We met one 
night in the 


bar of the Hilton Paddington. I knew that they were 
interviewing another two people as well. About a 

it would have been mid October – I still 
^adn't heard anything, so I sent Russell а text. He 
phoned back. He said, 'Don't ever tell Julie I've told 


week later 


you this, because she's going to phone you tomorrow 
but you ve got the job! It was about ten at night, and 
was shooting Sea of Souls in the middle of nowhere, 
in Glasgow, and I was screaming with joy. I couldn't 
elieve it. І wasn't allowed to tell anyone, but I rang 
my parents and my brother, because they were the 


people who knew just how much it meant to me to 
get that job" And when Julie phoned the following 
day...? “І had to pretend. “I've got the job? No! Really? 
That's brilliant!’ She's going to read this now and 
realise I was fibbing” 

Soon after, Russell delivered his series pitch. 
"I cannot stress enough how difficult it was to take 
those ten pages, and then Russells first script, and 
turn them into the show. No one had made this show 
since the late '80s. That was the big terror. I knew that 
we mustn' deliver something substandard. 1 would 
sit at night and watch Buffy or Smallville. Id think, 
how do they do it? I remember watching the pilot for 
Battlestar Galactica — 1 went white! 1 smoked about 
20 cigarettes afterwards. Still, that ten-page document 
was the basis on which we started working. It was a 
mission statement.” Was it one 
that Phil agreed with? 
“Broadly, yes 
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A proud moment for Phil, as Doctor Who wins 
at the BAFTA Cymru awards in April 2006. © пех 


If youd asked me how I'd want Doctor Who to come 


back, I don't know that I'd have been as bold to say 
15-minute episodes — for financial reasons, but also 
creative reasons, because I always thought that the 
cliffhanger was incredibly important to the fabric 

of the show. I'd have steered away from 45-minute 
episodes, but Russell convinced me – and he was 
right. That was the only disagreement that we had 
early on. We bought into his vision. We wanted to 
make it work. " 


Was there ever a danger, though, of Russell 


T Davies and the Yes-Men? Unsurprisingly, 
isn't ecstatic about discussing this, but he can't 
stop himself: "I want to be honest in my answer 
It's interesting, because I never felt like Russell's 
yes-man – and yet I didn't have overblown, fiery 
script meetings with him, in the way that I have 

on every other show that Гуе worked on. I suppose 
it keeps coming back to those scripts and his 
vision being so whole. I loved what he wrote 


fundamentally, І know that makes me sound like 
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а yes- man, but [m not. I'm sure you could talk to a 
hundred writers that I've worked with who'd say, 
Hes a pernickety bastard. He pulls things apart 
Ihat's how I'd always been. But I believed in what 
Russell was doing, 

Maybe a different person, another producer, 


he considers, 


would have been more challen 


1 cessarily have 


but I'd say that they woul 


been challe g Russell for the good of the show 


but because they felt they had to. I've always felt 


confident enough not to do that. I don't 


think he expected me to. 1 don't th 
he thought any less of me because 


I didn't. We were incredibly close 


all three of us, Russell, Julie 


and me, right from the word 


rted full-time 


in January 2004. "Our first 


proper meeting was at TV 
Centre, in London. The three 


of us went to see Jane Tranter 


esc three Weeks behind schedule! 


= — 
У 
isthe onlywaytotravell’ , 


Phil Collinson on location in early 
¿2006 for The Idiot's Lantern, 


to talk about the series and listen to Russell sell that 


ten-page document, essentially, to her. And then we 


started talking about directors and actors 


ast-forward six months 
Christopher Eccleston is the Doctor, 
Billie Piper is his companion, and 
the nine-month Series One shoot 
is underway. The first block of 
episodes, directed by Keith Boak, 
consisted of Rose, Aliens of London 
and World War Three. During a week's filming in 
London, Phil and his crew narrowly avoided 
arrest. “The police allowed us to close 
Whitehall between 4.30 and 6.30 
in the morning,” he recalls, “but 
we had permission, in that same 
window, to close Westminster 
Bridge. So Keith filmed 
Harriet Jones up at Whitehall, 
as she addressed the gathered 
press — the world had been 
saved – while I was on 
Westminster Bridge, directing 
the journalist reporting on the 
spaceship that's crashed into Big 
Ben. I had ten extras dressed as police, 
ten as civilians. It was a tight, handheld shot 
We'd done one take when suddenly ten police cars 
swarmed around us. The police were shouting at us 
WHAT THE HELL ARE YOU DOING? Im like, 
We've got permission to film here! They wouldn't 
have it. A security camera on Big Ben had picked us 
up, and the police thought we were terrorists. We had 
to take the police uniforms off the extras, turn them 
all into civilians, and shoot it completely differently 
Next thing we know, it's all over the papers. HO 
CREW IN TERRORIST ALERT!" 

Did Phil ever get used to the level of press interest 
in Doctor Who? "I never did. 1 suppose what I got 
used to pretty quickly was that you couldn't speak 
openly to anybody, really, about your job. You couldn't 
even speak openly to your family about what was 
happening. It's the power of the internet. People 
could overhear you in the pub, go back home, type 
it on a computer, and it could end up in a national 
newspaper. What Fred in his bedroom is typing could 
end up front-page news. That was astonishing to me, 
but I had to learn. You had to become covert. It was 


like being in MIS. You start to think, are we being 


nils leaving do, on 21 March 

2008, was held at Upper Boat 

Studios, in Cardiff. Amongst 

the surprises – all paid for by 

Russell and Julie, rather than - 
the license fee, please note — were a team of 

. topless waiters (“God knows where Russell. 

found them,” laughs Phil), a personalized DWM 
cover (“It’s on display – everyone who comes to 
my flat sees it”), a Phil Collinson action figure 
(“l play with it sometimes! | do!”), and the 
‘screening of an amateur film that Phil had made 
as а teenager. "I'd made a Doctor Who film with 
some friends,” he says, taking a deep breath. 
“I grew up loving the show so much. We were 
17, 18 years old, and it was a serious attempt to 
make Doctor Who. It wasn't a spoof. | played the 
Doctor. We made that film out of love. | showed 
itto Russell like ten years ago. It was at ту. 
house, we were having dinner, | was like, ‘I've 
got to show you the tape. You'll die,” and we 
hooted with laughter. 
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“Russell had told David Tennant this, and 
there was this one night, about a week before 
Пећ, when David took me out to dinner. Euros 
Lyn [director of many episodes] and Jennie 
Fava [Second Assistant Director] were there 
too. | drank more than | intended to - | suspect 
because my glass kept being topped up! David 
kept saying, ‘You've got to show us this video. 
Oh, you’ve got to.’ He just wouldn’t stop, so 
eventually І said, ‘All right!” The problem was, 
I'd no VHS player. ‘I've got one, said David, ‘in 
my flat. So we went round to David's, everybody 
laüghed at the video, and | made such a point 
of ‘Now, you're not stealing it!’ | watched David 
lake it out of the player, put it in the sleeve, and 
give it back to me – so І thought no more about 


it. What | didn't know was, 
he'd palmed it, switched it, 
and given me back a blank 
video. The next thing | 
know, it's spliced into the 
middle of a farewell film 
being played in front of 
the entire crew at my 
leaving party! 
“It was probably 
one of the most embarrassing 
moments of my life. | crawled under a table 
for two minutes. They even had Peter Davison 
and David critiquing my portrayal of the Doctor. 
Peter's saying, ‘That’s the worst thing I’ve ever 
seen. Clearly you were setting out to ruin the 
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show that you loved.’ And David's 

saying, ‘I've just wasted three years of my 

life: you've shown me how it should be played." 
It was very funny." 


Jennie Fava. 


Party photos reproduced with kind permission and 


show was enormous, and yet it sometimes felt like 
we were cobbling it together. Of course, we weren't 
we were keeping hold of it, reining in this monster 
but I'm sure, at times, it seemed like it was going 
to be a disaster. We were learning as we went along, 
and tripping over as we went along. Lots of mistakes 
were made. After filming for two weeks, we were 


three weeks behind! We'd misjudged how long it takes 


ridiculously paranoid? But then big leaks did happen 
It's a testament to that production office that more 
didn't come out 

"Of course, sometimes it was just funny. When we 
were making the first series, І was Quote of the Week 
in the Daily Mail. In his DWM Production Notes, 
Russell said that he was hooting at a Tone Meeting 
because I'd said that we couldn't find enough midgets 
for The End of the World); they were all in Gringotts 
or Willy Wonka's Chocolate Factory” Blockbuster 
movies Harry Potter and the Goblet of Fire and 
Charlie and the Chocolate Factory were filming at the 
same time, so the Doctor Who crew found it tough 
to gather an army of blue staff children. “There were 
headlines reporting a ‘MIDGET SHORTAGE! and 
DOCTOR WHO PRODUCER'S HEAD IN HANDS 


AS SHOOT GRINDS TO A HALT! That d into 
me being Quote of the Week, along with — can you 
believe it? — Germaine Greer and Gord own! 


“As events unfolded across those first few months 
the paparazzi were around, we were in the papers 
leal 


every day — we started to realise just how bi 


Doctor Who was going to be, I think. In some ways, 


that became a source of mount rustration. This 
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to film the show. At the end of the first fortr 


accumulative effect of the scenes that мес 
because we were running over – meant tl 


only were we a week behind, but also we'd 


add two weeks to the end of the shoot! On the second 
night in London, I remember being at the Powell 


Estate, on the phone to Julie – and I was « 


had a budget meeting that day, and the 


slipping away from me. It was week two, and we were 


in a mess already. Julie said, ‘I'm goir 


send you 


someone; and she sent [proc Tracie 


Tracie 
1 


ground 


Simpson. That's when things cl 


organised the shoot, and I ran things on 
What did the show's star, Christopher Eccleston 

make of the recurring setbacks? “All actors are 

different,’ Phil reasons. "Chris has a really strong work 


ethic and needs to be involved in everyt 


found himself in the middle of chaos. I will hold my 


hands up and admit that the first block of that first 


| series was chaotic. І had to go to Chris every day and 
| apologise. I had to say, ‘I'm really sorry. | know you're 
supposed to be filming such-and-such today, but now 


you're not: We had a very honest relationship, which 


2, 
— 


| 22 


й new М.Т! 
| uic nus = Ша БШО h 


sa Doctor Who fan in the 
19805, Phil attended two 
conventions. “I went to 
one in South Ken’,” he 
remembers, "at some 
university in the summer holidays. Colin 
Baker was there, Bonnie Langford, John 
Nathan-Turner — and we watched the first 
episode of The Trial of a Time Lord as it 
went out. We all thought it was the most 
marvellous thing we'd ever seen! Well, that 
first episode js quite good, isn’t it? We were 
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just glad to see the show back." His second 
Convention was in Liverpool some time 


We were worki 


so we were w 


experien 
we were 


How 


п... w 8 
hi g we'd eyer seet” 
SERRA еў MY VS WS Vi CU: 


later. "Peter Davison was a quest, Janet 
Fielding, Sarah Sutton, Mark Strickson...." 
And now, all these years later, Phil 

is gearing up for his third convention. In 
February, he's topping the bill at Gallifrey 
2009, in Los Angeles. “I didn’t want to do 
one, really, while | was still doing the job, 
because everybody wants to know what's 
coming up – and you can't talk about it! 

It didn't feel right. But now it feels like | 
can talk retrospectively and honestly about 
what happened. I'm looking forward to it.” 


- that І have changed,’ he says, "I've 


The journey’s end! Cast and 
crew gather at the end of Phil’s 
four years on Doctor Who. 


h 

become more confident in my 
ability to do my job, 1 suppose. 
Being in charge of a juggernaut 


like Doctor Who teaches you 


how to « with people, and 
how to get the best from them 
You become more decisive. 

I would shilly-shally before. I'd 

be scared to tackle certain people 

I feel much more fearless now. 

I learnt to say no to directors a lot more. 


Just direct what's on the page! I don't think 


1 became a monster. The temptation was there – you 


hear stories — but it must be a very sad and lonely 


e. You're up there on your own. I'd much rather be 


in with the crew, having a laugh, making it together: 


Even so, the role of a producer is often pretty 


1on the studio floor, 


kless. Phil was the 


the clock, cracking the whip, and 


ings went awry. How did he 


g folk whe 


manage not to make himself incredibly unpopular? 
А 


Ву being fair?” ће suggests. “You have (о make sure 


that the crew knows that you're looking out for their 


est interests, you're not expecting impossible things 


m or flogging them to death. Yes, you've 


Yes, you're there to push people — but 


when they turn to you and say, “This is impossible; 
you have to listen and do something about it. Their 
welfare is the most important thing, over and above 


ng the show. You look after them. You're out 


there with them, standing in a field in the pissing 
rain. You're out there to gee them up, but also to 


experience it with them. 


Would he ever go back? "I'd never say never 


I don't have а plan for my life. If, in two years’ time, 


I've decid at I dont like my new job, and my old 


ob came up, and if it felt right for me... I haven't left 


ing, oh well, that's it, I've finished with 


it now. I've just finished with it for now” Не leans 


n, conspiratorially. “When I first started, I did feel 


d by all those illustrious names who had 


job before те; he says, and counts off a few 


ert. Barry Letts, Philip Hinchcliffe. 


John Natl 


those people. But you know what? I feel that 1 have. 


urner. I felt that I couldnt live up to 


did the job. I lasted. They didn't sack me. I no longer 


ke I don't belong there. So who knows? Maybe 


I would go back 


У EPISODES 658-661 


PARADISE TOWERS "ee TUM 
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"The story manages to maintain the freshness of 
approach started with Time and the Roni, with the 


past seemingly swept away. We're back to 
the Doctor and Mel having adventures in 
lime and space rather than adventures 
with the Doctor's past. That's a good. 
thing, | think.” SON HART LONDON 


“After realising the two old women 
wanted to eat Mel, | wouldn’t go 
near my Grandma for weeks. | think 


entenced to execut The treat O t е it was the toasting fork that did it." -e 
takers isa t Robe вара + Р SIMON FOX LEEDS ИША 
yS К 1 The t Part T O || k ë 
degenerate t glé ff t t Melt toast “Why would the Rezzies want to eat Mel? There's по 
Part Two sees the D escape f t t tt P meat on her SARON! LONDON 


the The Doct f t "Special mention should go to the fun had with language. 
| t M. Alot of it sounds like modern text-message speak, but it still 
urprisingly J D t Sounds a lot more natural than the dialogue in the previous story!" 
Jery gullible, those tal t PETE LONDON 


~ 


er the ye with no t "This story plays to McCoy's strengths and he nails the part in only 


t y ] t t t his second outing as the Doctor.” OVID 8055 FW FACEBOOK 
He m 
eminds | па ty є "The Deputy Chief's two underlings аге the unsung heroes of this 
t t story. These supporting artist caretakers, the stocky blond one and - 

the one with the beard, are just hilarious and are gamely acting 

their socks off in every shot that they appear in. Give em a spin-off ^ 
series!” BLAINE COUGHLAN FACEBOOK 

> 


“It's very over the top, and the writing's about as subtle as the 
Doctor's pullover — but | think that's what | love about it. Mind you. 
1 liked Time and the Rani.” CHRIS FITZSIMMONS LEEDS 


In Issue 404, the Team will be watching Dragonfire. Send your 
comments to dwm@panini.co.uk (marked ‘Time Team’ in the 
Subject line), or via our Facebook page, by 3 December 2008. 


"It's certainly original. But I’m hea No nones ncn 
not sure that this is the kind o 1 
originality we needed..." 2 а шк Йй 
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THINKTWICE ORBITAL 
PENITIAR'Y. WEDNESDAY. 
MR GRIPTON. 
ARE MONSTERS 
IN THINKTWICE, AND I. 
I THINK YOU'RE 
SICK, SIR. 


YOU'RE AN IDIOT, FL. 

THOSE CREATURES WERE 
BORN IN DEEP SPACE -- THEY 
WON'T CARE ONE JOT. Т, 
ON THE OTHER HAND. 


BRILLIANT D 
GGESTION/ 


LISTEN TO 
M МЕ -- YOU'RE 
RUNNING OUT 

у OF TIME/ 


YEAH, YEAH, 

THAT'S GREAT -- BUT 
LISTEN. I'M А TIME LORD! 
KNOW WHAT THAT MEANS? 

ANCIENT, ANCIENT BRAIN 
IN THIS SKULL OF 
MINE! 


к555555! 
BORN IN THE 
VOID WERE THE 
MEMEDVAZ! FEAR 
THE VACUUM 
Not! 


УУААААА/ | 


THE BIGGEST, 
TASTIEST MEAL ОР 
YOUR LIVES AND YOU'RE 
LETTING IT SLIP THROUGH 
YOUR FINGER S/ 


HUNGRY 
ARE THE 
МЕМЕОУАХ! 


WELL, I'M ALL 
YOURS, IF YOU 
SAVE US! BUT GET 
A WIGGLE ON, 'COS 
THIS, IN A VERY REAL 
SENSE, SUCKS/ 


YESSS -- 
15 AGREED! 
MEMEDVAX 
WILL FEEDY 


WHATEVER THOSE 
THINGS ARE, THEY FEED 


uos WS pide у 19 bit E 


CAN SMELL IT -- Rich AND 
STRONG! TEN LIVES! TEN SOULS? 
MANY FRIENDS AND ENEMIES -- 
MUcH LOSS AND PAIN -- ALL аса» 
FOR THE МЕМЕОУАХ ! 


AND I'VE GOT 


THE PERFECT MEMORY 
TO START YOU OFF WITH. 
THOUGH I SHOULD 


2 ^ WARN you, 
= ~. 


"МЕ AND HEMINGWAY ON THE BANKS OF 
THE SEINE, A HUNDRED BOTTLES OF I-DUNNO- 
WHAT АМО THE HANGOVER FROM HELL 


se чн 


GAVE THEM EXACTLY 
WHAT THEY 
WANTED... 


ANYWAY, NEW PLAN, HEAD FOR THE 
TARDIS -- IT'S IN A STORAGE CLOSET 
“THAT MEMORY'S IN THE COOLHAND WING 
THEIRS NOW, 
AND THEY'RE 
TO IT YOU'RE.. 
LET GIVING ME DON'T GET ANY 
THE KEY TO IDEAS. WHEN I'M 
YOUR SHIP? DONE, I'M PACKING 
YOU OFF SOMEWHERE 
AND WE'LL NEVER 
HAVE TO SEE EACH 
OTHER AGAIN. 


RIGHT. 
RIGHT, WELL... N F 
THAT'S AND AS FOR 


боор. у МЕ... 


AAIND YOU, IF 
THAT'S HOW YOU 
DISMISS YOUR 


LL, І TEND ТО GET 


WE FOUND HIM М зене то! 
Br 


"I'VE GOT AN LURKING IN THE 
APPOINTMENT KITCHENS, SIR. 
WITH THE CHIEF WE... WE THINK 
WARDEN." HE WAS TRYING 
TO MAKE AN 
OMELETTE. 


WHAT HAPPENED? LET 
Š AAE GUESS -- WOULDN'T 
STAFF, ГМ NOT FOLLOW ORDERS, ASKED TOO 
SURE I FANCY MANY QUESTIONS... THEN TRIED 
TT NOW TO EMPTY YOUR PARASImC 
FRIENDS OUT INTO SPACE. 
AM I CLOSE? 


WELCOAAE BACK. 
DOCTOR SMITH. I'M 
RATHER IMPRESSED THAT 
YOU'RE SnLL ALIVE, 


THANKS, 
JONAH! HEY, 
REMEMBER 

WHEN YOU GAVE 
ME THE JOB? 
OVER THE MOON, 
I WAS! 


OH, YEAH, LOVE A 
GOOD OMELETTE! BUT YOUR 
LADS ARRIVED BEFORE I COULD 
EVEN BREAK AN EGG, SO I'VE 
MISSED МУ BREAKFAST. 
AND WHEN THAT HAPPENS... 


THANK YOU, MR 
ROYCE. HE REALLY 
15 THE MOST 
OBNOXIOUSLY CHATTY 
FELLOW -- AND YOU 
KNOW HOW I LIKE 
MY PEACE AND 
QUIET. 


EXCELLENT! HAVE YOUR 
PACIFIERS SEARCH FOR 
RESIDENT MP B/1/14/4 -- 


yES... YES, A 
TERRIBLE SHAME. 
SHOT HIMSELF NOT 
TWENTY MINUTES AGO. IT'S 
THE SUICIDES, MR ROYCE 
ТНЕУ... THEY GOT TO 
HIM IN THE END. 


CAN I 
ASSUME 
YOU'LL ве 
MADE OF 
STERNER 
STUFF? 


AND WE'LL TAKE OUR CHATTY 
INTRUDER DOWN TO THE 
CONSIDERATION 
ROOM.. 


1 THINK 
IT'S HIGH TIME 
THE DOCTOR MET 
KNOWSALL. 


E WE'VE GOT BIGGER PROBLEMS, ZED 
à GOOD AAORNING, MONSTERS, LOVE, HERE IN THINKTWICE. 
|| zv 5/18/5/5. Were THEY EAT MEMORIES, DESTROY 
YOU LOOKING FOR MINDS, THEY KILL, ZED. 
ANYTHING IN 
PARTICULAR...? 


Y-YEAH, FUNNY Y TH-THERE'S 
JOKE! "LET'S NO SUCH THING AS 
MAKE ZED LOOK M-MONSTERS/ 


SO WE'RE GETING 
OUT OF HERE, ALRIGHT? 
YOU AND ME -- RIGHT 
OH My DAYS, — NOW. UNDERSTAND? 
EMPEE -- THE 
PACIFIERS ARE 
L-LOOKING 
EVERYWHERE 
FOR YOU! 


пи У а OD MEM oo ee 


+" 


I MUST SAY, YOU'RE 
A LOT QUIETER THAN THE 
USUAL LOT. WHERE ARE THE 
DESPERATE THREATS? THE 
LAST-MINUTE DEALS? 


TO TELL YOU 
THE TRUTH, GRIPTON -- 
I'M WAITING. I'M 
WAITING FOR YOU TO 
TELL ME WHY. 


WHY THE MACHINE, 
WHY THE MEMEOVAX. 
WHY YOU'RE AT THOSE 


LET'S SEE... MAYBE 
IT STARTED WHEN YOU WERE 
YOUNG. MAYBE SOMETHING 
оу, HORRIBLY 
SOMEONE DIED. 
NO, WAIT -- 


SOMEONE WAS 
MURDERED. 


CONTROLS, TAKING AWAY | š 
EVERYTHING THAT IT... rT "WE GREW UP IN THE VALES 
MAKES SOMEONE А WAS ALL OF VEROON, ON GREENE'S 
WHAT ТНЕУ ARE. HER 


WORLD. SHE WAS FAST AND 
FAULT. DARING -- ALWAYS AT PLAY, 
ALWAYS LAUGHING. AND I... 


"МУ FIRST EXPERIMENT. 
NAIVE CHILD THAT SHE WAS, 
SHE DIDN'T KNOW WHAT I WAS 
ABOUT -- THAT I WAS TRYING 
TO SHUT HER UP SOI COULD 
DO SOME BLASTED WORK... 


"I HYPNOTISED HER -- 
REACHED INTO HER 
MIND. AND THEN... 


Ders. 
BUT KNOWSALL iS MORE 


THAN THAT, DOCTOR! WE'RE A 
PROVING GROUND FOR THIS 


TECHNOLOGY. IF (T WORKS HERE, 


THEY'LL ROLL IT OUT ACROSS 
THE ENTRE HUMAN 
EMPIRE! 


ALL THE 
TROUBLEMAKERS 
AND THE PROBLEM 

CHILDREN, SILENCED FOR 
GOOD. PEACE AND 
QUIET AT LAST. WHAT 
DO YOU THINK OF 
THAT, SMITH? 


МА > 
ИП ШШ 


Он, УЕ5. Он, 
YES, DOCTOR -- 
CLEANING YOUR MIND 
WILL BE A PLEASURE/ 


"THE MEMEOVAX 
САМЕ. DRAWN ACROSS 
THE VOID ВУ МУ HATE. 


"THEY WERE LITTLE MORE 
THAN SHADES BACK. THEN. 
BUT THEIR VOICES... SO 
INSISTENT, ‘LET US SILENCE 
HER,' THEY SAID. ‘LET US 
DO THIS THING FOR YOU...' 


"AND I DID. THEY TOOK AWAY 
HER MIND, AND FROM THAT 
МОМЕМТ ON... WELL, SHE 
WAS А LOT QUIETER," 


YESSS! MUcu 
AND RICH! 


FEAR HERE! SWEET 


IT'S BEEN LIKE THAT EVER 
SINCE, HASN'T IT? DOESN'T 
MATTER WHAT YOU DO, OR HOW 
MANY VICTIMS YOU OFFER 
THEM THE MEMEOVAX WILL 
NEVER LEAVE YOU. 


THEY 
LOOK TO ME 
AS A LEADER, 
DOCTOR... АБА 
PROVIDER 


SO I BUILT THEM 
A MACHINE, SOMETHING 
TO KEEP THEIR APPETITE 
SATED -- TO KEEP THEM 
OUT OF МУ HEAD... 


NO MORE 
WAITING FOR 
JONAH! NO 
MORE MACHINE! 
MEMEOVAX 
HUNGRY! 


I THINK YOU 
SHOULD GET ON WITH 
WIPING MY BRAIN -- 

BEFORE I DIE OF 
BOREDOM. 
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YOU wERE 
TRYING TO POUR THE 
OCEAN INTO A PAPER 

CUP, JONAH. 


IHAVE CENTURIES 
OF EXPERIENCE: LOST LOV 
ANCIENT RIVALRI 
AND ENEM YOUR LITTLE 
TOY... WELL, IT 
COULDN'T STAND М 
THE STRAIN. 


; [n == 
I'M BREAKING THE CAGE, JONAH. 
ALL THOSE MEMORIES YOU'VE GOT 
STORED IN HERE, ALL THAT BAD MOJO... у 
А ` WHERE ARE YOU, LITTLE 
I'M LETTING IT ALL OUT. да e KKKKSSS5S.., MUCH 
PEAR IN YOU, YESSS... SMELLS 
RICH AND SOUR... 


50 
YOUNG... SO 
WEAK... 


саў 
у у й 


Я 


GIVING IT 
BACK TO ITS 
OWNERS... 


KS5555S! HELLO, 
LITTLE vam. "GIRL. MAKE 
READY.. 
THE 


MY NAME, 
YOU BAG OF 
FILTH.. 


MR ROYCE, 
HELP 057 


SIR, ТНЕ 

RESIDENTS 
KNOW WHO 
THEY ARE/ 


THEY'RE 
FIGHTING 
BACK/ 


THERE ARE 


"THINKTWICE 15 
| FULL OF MONSTERS!" 
LS 


^. y 


А 
«Ф 


CAF) 


І... I CHECKED THANK YOU, 

Я j г MR FLATCH'S BODY -- MR ROYCE... I'M 

YOU HEAR THAT, à = 4 22 НЕ WAS SHOT IN THE | SORRY I THREW 
DOCTOR? YOU S-SEE WHAT BACK. А SPOON 


YOU'VE DONE? ALL THAT... 
ALL THAT N-NOISE AND 
P-PANDEMONIUM, 


W-WHAT 
HAPPENS 
NOW? SHOULD 
I CALL IN 


à Tfi SE » AN У но ^ 
"as NE D S Ја 
INTERSOL...? - ~ 
s o Ë 2587 \\\ AAAAAH/ 
E b z pv a j 
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IT'S ALRIGHT, 
МАЈЕМТА,.. COME 
BACK ТО ME, 


| 
| 
| 


ІМ MORE 
WORRIED 
ABOUT THAT... 
OTHER THING, 
МАЈЕМТА. 


SO YOU TRICKED 
GRIPTON INTO STEALING 
YOUR MEMORIES... AND 
THEY DESTROYED 
KNOWSALL? 


MM, NOT BAD. 

1 WAS PROBABLY 
JUST GOING TO ніт 
IT WITH AN АХЕ 
OR SOMETHING. 


I COULO FEEL IT, Y'KNOW. 
IN MY HEARTS. SOMETHING 
VERY BIG, VERY POWERFUL. 
SOMETHING I'VE NEVER 
ENCOUNTERED 
BEFORE. 


50 HOW 
DO YOU INTEND 
TO FIX THE 
MESS you've 
MADE? 


DOCTOR, EVERYONE 
AT THINKTWICE GOT THEIR 

MEMORIES BACK... EVERYONE 
BUT ME. I'VE STLL GOT 

NOTHING BEFORE THE HOTEL. 
ANY THOUGHTS ON THAT? 


YOU PUT ME 
IN THINICTWICE IN 
THE FIRST PLACE, 
MAKING YOU LEGALLY 
LIABLE FOR MY CONDITION 
THE LEAST YOU САМ DO 
NOW 15 WORK ON My 
TREATMENT... 


YOU'RE A 
DOCTOR. I'M YOUR 
PATIENT. PRETTY 
STRAIGHTFORWARD 
STUFF, BUT WE SHOULD 
PROBABLY ESTABLISH 
SOME GROUND 
RULES... 


FIRSTLY... NO 
PAYMENT. NOT YET, 
ANYWAY. WE FUGInVES 
TEND TO BE A LITTLE ON 
THE STONY SIDE -- I'M 
SURE YOU 
UNDERSTAND... 


SECONDLY, 
NO HANKY РАМКУ. YES, YOU'RE 
SCRUMMY, BUT WE'RE COLLEAGUES, 
DOCTOR. TRY AND STAY PROFESSIONAL, 


THERE'S NO POINT COMPLAINING, DARLING. I 
COULD SAY "YOU OWE ME"... BUT THAT WOULD 
BE CRASS. LET'S JUST SAY WE'RE STUCK 4 
TOGETHER, AND LEAVE IT AT THAT. f + AND 
У FOR GOD'S 
SAKE, DOCTOR... 
PLEASE 
TELL ME THIS 
PLACE HAS A 
BATH. 


ANYWAY, I'LL 
LEAVE ALL THE PILOTING 
AND SO ON IN YOUR 
CAPABLE HANDS, I'M GOING 
TO HAVE A POKE AROUND... 
MAKE MYSELF AT HOME. 


_ . Neil Harris gets into a jeep and drives to Cromer... 


TWINKLE TWINKLE 


've always had a problem with UNIT. 
Growing up with la 3 
Doctor Who, it's 
not-quite-right that, for a 
years in the early 1970s, 
spent all his time on Earth working 
for the army. That's not what | think of 
when | think of Doctor Who. | think o 
iconoclastic wanderer in the four 
an establishment figure 
a laboratory. 


Brigadier, 
теу is doing 
smirks, the ironically 


ways felt slightly 


d the incredulous side- 


formance of someone 


ng to appear 


Ed. 


authoritative, who is forever trying not to laugh 


ean Nicholas Courtney – | m 
Stewart. That's the reason м 


the fellow is cl 
n fact he finds 
ut he's doing his best to 


to act the part, in the face of 


And even now, | don't quite get those 
Oh, | appreciate and admire them 
— they're disconcertingly well- 


made, beautifully constructed 5 50 wel 
and Jon Pertwee is never 
anything less than glorious 
— but they don't feel ке 
Doctor Who to me. Maybe 


it's the way everything is a 


'eeds а 


to be rude to on a regular 
5 it more often than he uses 
rewdriver — but, with the Brigadier, 


never really means it, because 


sort-of washed-out greeny: 
brown-grey. Or maybe it's 

all the saluting and standing 
to attention. Or all the drawn- 


er is only playing at being the 


pompous one in order to | 


out chase sequences down 
sleepy country lanes, Or all those 
secret scientific research bases. Or 
the fetishisation of weaponry. Or the way the 
Stories keep on goinc r Episode Four, Episode 
Five, and Episode Six. Or all those 
the jeeps, the jeeps, the endless 
So it's odd, then, that the Briga 
such a fundamental part of Docto 
spans the eras and is the only chara 
appeared with all ten Doctor Whos. 
all ten of them. Technically speaking he never 
appeared with the First Doctor’, alt! 


* You've forgotten The Three Doctors and The Five Doctors. You're fired 


holas Courtney's twinkle. «іш» 


ke to 


cloned from the Brigadier (because 


“Watch any B 
u'll see 


you had the technology 
the Brigadier — he's a useful chap to have around) 
And, okay, so he's only met the Sixth, E ighth and 
Tenth Doctors in spin-off book 
Strips and that 1993 Children in ^ 
he's not met the Ninth yet. But a 
apart from the First, Sixth, Eighth, th and Tenth 
he's appeared with all ten Doctor Whos 
A character like the Brigadier shouldn't 
part of Doctor Who. After all, he's the opposite of 
everything the Doctor stands for, right? The Dc 
fights against the guys with guns a 
alongside them. And the Doctor usually 
villains single-handedly using his 
relying upon military muscle to s. 
what makes the Br 


ould defini 


y clone 


1 uniforms, 


dier an e 


Brigadier surrogates the show has d 
the years — Captain Hart out of The Sea Devils, 
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puts on his 
old uniform and takes 
a trip sideways in time 
to uncover the myths of 
Battlefield. Boooooom!!! 


Writer Ben Aaronovitchs plan to fit a sci-fi version 


of Arthurian lore into a modern-day setting 


first pitched to the Doctor Who production team as 
Storm Over Avallion, a possible three-part all-location 
adventure for Season 25. The Brigadier didn't feature 
until Aaronovitch countered producer John Nathan 
Turner's suggestion that he incorporate the alien 


investigating military organisation UNIT, a regular 


feature of Doctor Who in the early- to mid-1970s, by 
asking if he could bring back its commane cer, 


not seen since 7he Five Doctors (1983). For Season 25 


Aaronovitch ended up being commissioned to wri 
| 


tted as Кете 


the story eventually tran nbrance 


of the Daleks (1988), and Storm Over Ai 


held over for the next year's run — at which point it 


underwent, according to Aaronovitc 


heart transplant, kidney donation and mutation 


when script editor Andrew Cartme ed the wri 


to expand his idea from three episodes to four, now 


including studio sequences as well as location work 


Aaronovitch wrote two four-part storylines in fairly 


rapid succession ted 12 ar 


20 September 1988 


í у 


before delivering his first draft scripts between 25 


November 1988 and 24 February 1989 
In Planet of the Spiders (1974), it had been revealed 
that the Brigadier's watch had been given to him by a 


hitherto unheard-of young woman named ‘Doris, 11 


years before. The character of Doris was brought into 


ld to give the Brigadier “something to lose’ 


intil Part Four that she and the Brig are 


ig 


It's not state 


married, but we see here that she wears a weddi 


band on her third finger, left hand. Thered been no 


suggestion, however, that the Bri 


g had a significant 


other at the time of Mawdryn Llndead (1983) — in 
which, having resigned from soldiering after some 30 


hence 


years, he'd become a teacher 2 


a public schoo 


Doris’ line: "You don't regret it do you? Giving up 


teaching?"). Aaronovitch thought this an incredible 


turn of events: “There's no way Lethbridge-Stewart 


He should have been a 


should have been teaching 


general for a start; you almost always get promotec 


when you retire.” Indeed, 'General' Lethbridge-Stewart 


was named as such in the September storylines 


when Aaronovitch wrote that: 'Secret talks in 1987 


led to a Security Council resolution reorganising ar 
strengthening UNIT. Since command officers with 
experience of dealing with Alien threats were in short 
supply, Lethbridge-Stewart was approached and 


persuaded to return to active service in 1988 
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1" 


> 


ц m 


“У Alistair (Nicholas Couftney) and 


ме P 


ALONE HE 
хехе 


š й рани 
> 

дошч 

eui 


31 r: а асеў? гаі 
чы ^ NM | N É 
РУ ч ; E А - "c d v 


me Doctor [Sylvester McCoy) апа 


Ace 


VC (Sophie Aldred) get ready to take Bessie Гога Spſu. 
ore $. ن‎ ы М ER Мас эмы 
In his novelisation of Ba Marc Platt relates Arthurian con ohn [Nat ner 
how Doris was reunited with the Brig: astonished to thought it was the 'ecause of the lake! 
see her long-lost love's face in a TV exposé of UNIT but it could have 
entitled State Secret, the next morning shed rushed 
‘terrified he wouldn't recognise her; to his hon 
, = elf-deprecat сап this world do school grounds, and proposed to him on the spot 
t tt t you as it pion?” “Probably, | just d This was the first Battlefield scene to be recorded 
t k Зе the best Вапа t nq at Fulmer Plant Park in Fulmer, Buckinghamshire on 
Aun Я ФА the The point of Battlefie Arthur didn't die, He Saturday 6 May 1989 — the first of a nine-day location Bambera was orig s a Capt n 
Š бой Int у time pe k be ed fror еер, | 5 the legend always told schedule, and the only day's work for former Car? the United State 
and re nise Battlefield was a great story is he would, to take up arms at the hour of England's On... star Angela Doi er 
1 > when USAF Ground-1 ched ¢ eM 5 


GLCMs 


British loc 


Ihe Battlefield novelisation I 


s a number of scenes 


set he parallel Earth ruled over by Morge — 
describing the High Гај t bastior Six-Zero as a GLCM system 
Arthur, at the heart of whict is ) nve « ing: Not n 
table... which has since been vandalis у ‘Dez у spo d to be discreet. One at né 
Morgaine; cutting into it to allow space for her throne Damberas turn had come round 
89 tlv for f hat the s we ) 

just 'Southwest England; according to throughout the location shoot — as it was when this 
Aaronovitchs storyline of 20 September 1988 T N corde ‹ M 1 eton 
confirmed when he told the f је 7 8 Lidge, І 5 e, in the R Va [ 
Everyone assumed it was Cornwall because of the chose ) 5 rb 


Whys it dark in here?” asks Ace. Possibly to help 


disguise the fact that, since the TARDIS wall flats 


had | n 
had beer f tl 


junked in error following recording of the 


years ine Greatest Show in the Galaxy 


control room backdrop is a (slis 


ased) har 


sheet, overprinted with roundels 


This TARDIS scene feature in Doctor 


itus 1 the first of 
it BBC Television ( re Studio 3 


30 May and Thursday 1 June 


Merlin' voice was th 


distorted out of recognition. 


Ir novitchs outline of 12 September 1988, one 
Lave r Warmington’ wa ist representati 
( I 2 sex to ђе е nsly’ in the 


£2 Dem 
yline of 20 September 


voodland sequences were shot over the 


it Twyford Woods, off the 


f 13 and 14 M: 


A151 near Colsterworth, Lincolnshire 
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she intercepts an ‘energy burst 
transmitted through space by 
the reactivated Excalibur itself 
throughout the series, she uses a 
crystal ball to spy on the undying 
Merlin and his associates from 
afar. Nuclear age technology is 
interweaved with the legend: the 
Lady of the Lake inhabits the 
cooling tank of the ‘Salisbury 
Down Nuclear Plant’; and, in 


wielding both beam weapons and 
broadswords fight the forces of undying 
sorceress Morgan Le Fay in the DC Comics 
‘maxi-series' Camelot 3000 (1982-5), 
which shares а number of similarities 
with Battlefield. 

Written by Mike W Barr and 
pencilled by cult British artist Brian t 
Bolland, Camelot 3000 introduces 
villainess Morgan Le Fay [right] when 


recorded on 14 May by a second unit headed 
by John Nathan-Turner at Castle Cement Quarry 
Ketton, Lincolnshire. 
We'll learn that the knight is from a parallel 
Earth. In which case 
space? The Battlefield novelisation describes the 


whys he landed from 


knight's armoured suit carrying him ‘high into the 
upper atmosphere’ as he physically leaps from one 
dimension to another: 'the forces of gravity tore 
against the vaulting escape velocity... the suit slipped 
between the two grappling energies, sideways into 


another existence: 


Ihree days were spent on the Excavation Site 
scenes, beside the Rutland Water reservoir at 
Hambleton: Thursday 11 May, then Tuesday 16 and 
Wednesday 17 May 


It's not explained why the senior UNIT 
representative in the area ought to take it upon herself 
to drive two people she believes to be trespassers to 
the local hotel! Bambera's reasoning was explained 
in the 20 September storyline: she wants to 'keep an 
eye on them' but also 'see if she can escape the radio 
interference and make contact with НО. 

"Vortigern' is "old British" for 'High King, the 
Doctor tells us. Surely he means 'Olde English 
ie, Anglo-Saxon? 

Aaronovitch’s script named the pub Ihe Crowfeast 
Arms, but its on-screen name would appear to be an 
allusion to TH White's fantasy rewrite of Arthu 
legend The Once and Future King (1958), in which a 
he 
carrion crow) catches an arrow fired into the air by the 
boy Wart (the later King Arthur) and flies off with it 


portentous gore-crow (an Old English name for | 


leading Wart's foster-brother Kay to declare that the 
crow must have been a witch 

Hambleton Old Hall doubled as the hotel, in scenes 
recorded on Monday 8 May. 


Called ‘Thai’ in Aaronovitchs 12 September 


aber 


storyline (but given her final name on 20 Septer 
Shou Yuing was outlined as ‘a chemistry student who 


is back home for the holidays and helping Dr Brown at 


his dig’ The character of ‘Dr Brown; introduced here, 
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the final episode, 
Arthur apparently 
initiates a nuclear 
explosion to destroy 
both himself and 
the sorceress. 
Most tellingly of all, Guinevere is explicitly 
reincarnated in the form of high-ranking 
military officer ‘Commander Joan Acton’, a 
senior member of the alien-repelling United 
Earth Defense organisation. 


vanished alto; 


her between storyline and script: ‘an 
archaeologist who is trying to disprove the existence 


of King Arthur; his role was largely subsumed into that 


of Peter Warmsly 


The year is never given, but £5 for a vodka and 


coke, a lemonade and а glass of water doesn't place 


it ver n our future! Aaronovitch was careful not 


to specify an exact date for the events of Battlefield, 


but with a Ki 


hrone (according to the Brig) 


and road signs given in kilometres, it doesn't seem 


yw 


at Little Paston, Fulmer Common Road, near 
Fulmer. Nicholas Courtney attempted to explain its 
provenance in DWM 229: "Basically, think that one 


of his parents must have recently died, and 1 think 


there was a lot of money in the Lethbridge-Stewart 
family...” Marc Platt novelisation has it that: ‘Doris 
had inherited the house from her aunt, a mock Tudor 
extravagance set in half an acre off the A23 near 


Pyecombe [in East Sussex] 


Warmsly is paraphrasing Sir Thomas Malory's Le 
Morte DArthur (1485) when he says: "The scabbard's 
worth ten of the sword; said Merlin? But why's the 
scabbard so valuable? In Malory, Merlin explains to 
Arthur that “while ye have the scabbard upon you 
ye shall never lose no blood, be ye never so sore 
wounded...” (Later, the sorceress Morgan Le Fay, who 
wishes to see Arthur dead, substitutes the scabbard for 
an enchanted copy.) The scabbard, therefore, protects 


the wearer against injury, and it's surprising the script 


never refers to its powers — especially given the 
significance it's accorded in this introductory 
scene. It could, after all, have been used to 
magically preserve the life of a character who 
might otherwise have been killed in battle... 
In Marc Platt's novelisation, the Doctor 
visits the TARDIS library to arm himself 
with a copy of Le Morte D'Arthur before 


materialising at Carbury. 


"A bloke? Flying through the air?" wonders 
the Doctor. "And then through a wall,’ stresses 
Shou Yuing – even though the previous shot 
showed a hole in the brewery roof. 

Flying through the air? It's not terribly clear 
what's happened here: in an issue of ТУ Zone 
magazine, director Michael Kerrigan related 
how hed asked Aaronovitch what was meant 
by the scene — whether the knight 'flies' as 
a result of the hand grenade exploding, "or 


Sergeant Tbrigniey (Robert Jezek), 
knows that the Dottor’s arrival 
probably isnif good news... 


as though it can have happened just yet. (The fact 


at no- ones us 


a mobile phone could easily be 


he atmospheric conditions in the 


explai 


area 


м are causing communication 


problems.) Unless, of course, the whole of the story 


takes place in another dimension 


Only two 'knights of the S'rax' battled the black 


Ancelyn) in the storyline of 20 
eir leader, would be busy 


the missile convoy to the 


fighting his way го 


wh 


rious glow pulses in answer out in the 


he lake’ (indicating the location of Arthur's 


spaceship, presumably 


The Brigadier' spectacular house was found 


re he'd perform ‘an invocation’ and watch 


Of; what a knight! Late spring, 
back in... er, 937 1999? 1,2010? 
Oh, sod this for a gami 


whether ће was meant to ђе automaton-like and have 


the ability [to fly Ben wasn't too sure either. Не 


said, ‘Well, a bit of eac ally.” C 


arly, the knights 


armour has somehow protected them from the 


stresses of plunging through the Earth's atmosphere 
Aaronovitch's script described 'Black armour that has 
been elaborately enamelled with swirling alien 


and 'a mirrored surface where his face should be 


ind if the black 


it's armour is of an unearthly 


design, whos to say it won't have unearthly propert 


But costume designer Anushia Nieradzik chose to use 


stock armour pieces instead, and Kerri 


played it 
so that once the armour came off, he lost the facility 


[to fly]? 


Prior to scripting stag 


was to | 


е been picked 


Major McKinnawe, who lands near the Lethbrid 


Stewart's house in a ‘VTOL transport jet’ and tr 


with him to Carbury. The jet soon became a stand 


helicopter — we presume the budget wouldn't 


to a Harrier, or similar 


Ihe storylines had the Doctor use 'a vat of 


fermen! hops’ to douse the knights, thereby 


demonstrating mystical powers ‘which of course he 
doesn't possess 


lays fast and loose with Arthurian 


bout Arthurian myths; Ф 


witch told TARDIS, “is you can be as audacious 


Вашеће 
legend 


Aaror 


Ihe thing 


as you like because it doesn't really exist as a coherent 


body" For instance: many Arthurian tales have Merlin 
sealed up in a cave by Nimue, a servant of the Lady of 


Lake who uses magic learned from Merlin against 


libur (1981) makes Helen ig 


apprentice to Nicol Wi 


liamson's 


з him in crystal once she's learned 
the Char 


of Bade 


Similarly, Апсејул5 mention 
1, where Merlin "cast down his mother with 


hty arts; refers to the (historically disputed) 


Че of Mount Badon; fought by CeltsagainstAnglo- Ë 


5 
Saxons sometime in the fifth or sixth centuries, which i 
has since become ociated with King Arthur, who 5 
may or may not have existed | 


ng reasons had Lavel reveal ~ 


NIT troops available to help out at 


1 "Czech engineering group” currently 


flood relief in the Low Countries 


^ 5 
в: 
р. 
Í „ 43 


Brigada denden ha Bruce 
realises shé doesn't have the 


Ihe business with the flying scabbard wasn't in the 


ber storylines; instead, helped by Dr Brown 


blown a hole 


the Doctor would have used the hotel computer to 
"sed to have help pinpoint the origin of the mysterious signal 


in the lake, and at t 


the sce! 


morning of the 


Command Tra ng been held over fror 


the previous 


uggested a split-screen effect could 


be used to illustrate the Doctor and Morgaine's 
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г: „ене (Jean Marsh) gets 
e tab – bygestoring Elizabeth 
~ RowlinsónjsJune пе Bland) н. 


| | TA 
later amended to become one of his /dylls of the King 


(1856-85). According to director Michael Kerrigan 


the Tennyson quotes were included at Warmsly 


8 
— 


actor James Ellis instigation: “Jimmy car 


up onc 


day and said, ‘I think the part is slightly underwritten 


“Open up, it's me!" 
The Doctor realises he's been 
here before. Or will have been... 


for me... I've added a few lines; and hes standi 


BAA 


on the archaeological site, and we turn over, and ten 


X AMA A AA 


VA 
eX 
> 


Я minutes later, ће is still ad-libbing Tennyson - ће а ~ 
š z read Tennyson obviously overnight and had decided » 
Ҹ А 1 
E А to paraphrase bits and pieces. And we did use sections 
` 
ж 
3 


of it, with respect to Jimmy 


'hen ап 


At storyline stage, the hole was revealed w 


earth tremor struck the site — caused by Mordred As the B lives to the ground, his cap is dislodged 


h to Nicholas 


ssment: "I tried very h 


opening ‘a tear in the space/time fabric; through which revealing a bald spot on his crown ‹ 


Courtney's emba rd for the 


3 


Morgaine and ‘as many men at arms as the budget 


will stand' enter our dimension. Simultar 


Lethbridge-Stewart's jet ‘suffers a massive systems 


failure and starts to go down 


Ihe church was St Andrews, at | 


have been very expe 


twice...” The scene was recorded 


леоизју, hat not to come off 


as possible — but we co 


and I shoved it back on as quick 


only do one take. It would 


ive, 


Site on Thursday 16 May 


mbleton; these 


scenes were recorded on Monday 15 May. The 


helicopter-in-flight shots, however, had been 


Black Park, Fulmer, on Saturday 6 May 


the helicopter had been booked. 


that he’s “getting too old for this sort of 
thing,” the Brigadier has enjoyed a number 
of post-Battlefield adventures in various 
other media 

Written by Dan Abnett and pencilled 
by Mike Collins, the Seventh Doctor and 
Ace comic strip The Mark of Mandragora 
(DWMs 169-172, plus its prologue Darkness, 
Falling, DWM 167), shows a uniformed 
Brig attempting to supervise UNIT's 
nvestigations into the alien drug Mandrake 


from a summit in Geneva. He again meets 
the Seventh Doctor and Ace in Раш! Cornell's 
New Adventures novels No Future (Virgin 
Publishing Ltd, 1994) and Happy Endings 
(1996), the latter featuring Doris. Another 
Battlefield character, Bambera, reappears 
in Lance Parkin's The Dying Days (1997; 
currently available to download in ‘e-book’ 
form at www.bbc.co.uk/doctorwho/classic 
ebooks/dyingdays/index.shtml), in which 
the Eighth Doctor and the Brigadier team 
up to repel an Ice Warrior invasion of Earth 
By 2012, according to Cornell's BBC Books 
“Eighth Doctor Adventures’ novel The 
Shadows of Avalon (2000), Doris has been 
killed in a boating accident; a Brig with his 


iped at 


the only day 


351 (currently available to download 
for free at www. bigfinish.com/UNIT) 
he reappears in lain McLaughlin and 
Claire Bartlett's subsequent series 

entries Time Heals and The Wosting, 


the latter featuring David Tennant 
as the errant Colonel Brimmicombe- 


youth restored remains behind in the other- 
dimensional kingdom of Avalon 

Nicholas Courtney returned to play the 
Brigadier opposite Paul McGann's Eighth 
Doctor in the Big Finish audio drama 
Minuet in Hell (2001) — in which, 
fresh from his involvement in the 


Scottish devolution proce 


Eu 
а 
— ` 
КА 


is giving the newly-creati 


stat 
benefit of his politica 
advice. Knighted 

Sir Alistair Gordon 
Lethbridge Stewart 


re-encounters the 


of Malebolgi 


Silurians in Simon 
Guerrier's The Coup 
(2005), a prologue to 
the spin-off series UNIT 
given away with DWM 
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Wood. The Wasting concludes with 
the Brig being offered the post of UNIT's 
Scientific Adviser.. 

Tennant's Tenth Doctor meets a Brigadier 
transmatted from a Sandhurst passing-out 
parade to the alien Disunited Planets 

in the comic strip The Warkeeper s 
Crown (DWMs 378-80), written by 
Alan Barnes and pencilled by Martin 
Geraghty. In the ТУ series 
itself, however, all 
we've so far heard 
of the Brigadier's 
post-Battlefield 

escapades is a 
reference in The 
Poison Sky (2008) 
to ‘Sir Alistair’ 
being “stranded 
in Peru’ 


Peru... ?!? 


Ihe September storylines had Ace trying (and 
failing) to open the sealed door with 'her newly 


constructed sonic screwdriver' — made from 


15 in the TARDIS data banks, apparentl 


Doctor's sonic screwdriver had been destroyed in 


Ihe casting of Jean Marsh (Third Doctor actor 


which is meant to be an airlock, but the fact isn't 


Jon Pertwee's first wife) seems to suggest that history 


t itself: as S spelled out on screen 


might be about to ref ra Kingdom, shed 


shot and killed Courtney, playing her brother Bret 


Ihe Traitors (1965) 


The 'Merlyn' [sic] of TH Whites The Once and 
Future King lives his life in reverse — so that final 
goodbyes are first encounters, and first encounters are 


fond farewells. That's not so very unlike the Doctor's 


Cracks in the glass shield are clearly visible, just 
story here ° 
before Ace is ejected. This was the last scene to be 
recorded on the last day in studio, running into 


overtime: during recording, McCoy noticed that 


155 (which, an internal investigation late 
In the 20 September storyline, Shou Yuing is | І 1 investigation later 


established, was not thick enough for the job) was 


breakir 


Get her out of there!" 


watching on as Lethbridge-Stewart meets Morgaine 


- í : ‚ and called out a warning to the crew 
village war memorial, and 'takes off on her 4 ng ес 


the Doctor’; Leth 


beside 


just soon enough to lift 
Stewart " à 


Sophie Aldred out of the tank before the 


155 gave 
way and water gushed out onto the studio floor 
which was, as always, strewn with live cables. 'Dr Who 


Uthe New 


18 June report of the night's events: although Aldred 


ias 


girl cheats death; clair 


W 
А scene in which the Doctor reveals that the 


paceship was grown by advanced bio-engineers and 


escaped largely unscathed, she might easily have 


flew by magic was recorded but cut for time, only to 


sufferec rations and/or elec 


rocution 


1998 video гє 


Aaronovitch originally had the Doctor defeati 


the snakes (plural) by ‘trapping them in a cont: 


In the September versions, the Doctor would learn 
that ‘A’tur’ [Arthur] lives on in suspended animation 
and his revival is imminent. (Hed then exit the 


spaceship unaided.) 


Warmsly tells Anc nat this is where Arthur 


faced Mordred in their final battle, and where 


Bedivere threw Excalibur into the lake. The 'true 
version of these events is dramatised in the prologue 


to Platt's novelisation, where Bedivere watches as three Poor injured Lavel, her pli; 


ht completely forgotten 
Queens of the Thirteen Planets load the wounded by the Brig! Two scenes were dropped from the script 


А Ter haat Каана Б hic й Вари: Л Jat 1 
Arthur into а boat, bearing him to his spacesl late in the day: in the first, Pat Rowlinson arrives at the 


‘Clothed in white samite, mystic, wonderful...” As crash site, bringing first aid to Lavel — who then saves 


1 Part Two (“Watch what thou seest, and likely bring him from a marauding man-at-arms; in the second, 


me word") Warmsly is quoting from A/fred, Lord Rowlinson leaves her outside the inn while he checks 


Tennyson’ 


narrative poem Morte d'Arthur (1842) the coast is clear. 
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The Destroyer 
(Marek Anton) lives! 


Ihe choreography of events was very different 
in the September storylines, where Lavel was last 
heard of being looked after by McKinnawe at the site 
of the jet crash. Morgaine therefore exited the bar 
without killing anyone, heading off to Dr Browns dig 

where she drains Brown's brain to learn Excalibur's 
location. The Doctor, in fact, has entrusted Excalibur 
to Shou Yuing ("Ace would only do something silly 
with it") and sent her back to the village. At the inn, 
McKinnawe has met up with Lethbridge-Stewart, and 
begun to co-ordinate a civilian evacuation. Soon after, 
Lethbridge-Stewart is leading a number of newly: 
arrived Czech troops to the missile convoy when he 
meets up with the Doctor and Ace еп route, beside 
the TARDIS 


A bar scene, recorded but cut for time, had Ace 
and Shou Yuing explaining away Aaronovitchs pick 
and-mix use of Arthurian lore: "We reckon that when 
Ancelyns lot dumped the freeze-dried King here, 
they must have told the story to some local... they 
translated it into terms they could understand. And 
old frozen chicken becomes King of the Britons 
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^ Morgaine of the Faye, sun killer, 
battle queen of the S’rax! 


Bessie was last seen incapacitated by a thunderbolt 
in the Death Zone of Gallifrey in The Five Doctors. But 
thanks to Sylvester McCoy, who had her registration 
number changed from WHO 1 to WHO 7, we can 
always speculate that there were another five Bessies 


in between...! 


А chalk circle indeed featured in the 20 September 
storyline, but otherwise the second half of the 
episode diverged greatly from Aaronovitch's design. 
At the inn, Shou Yuing is compelled by Excalibur's 
influence to draw a protective circle around herself, 
which Morgaine cannot pass. Instead, the sorceress 
contrives to acquire some of Ace's hair and, later that 
night, draws the supernaturally-possessed Ace to 
the farmhouse hideout, where she prepares to use 
Ace as the "willing sacrifice" she needs to summon 
a Death Elemental to reinforce her depleted troops. 
Ihe Doctor and Lethbridge-Stewart burst into 
the farmhouse just in time to prevent the catatonic 
Ace from stabbing herself in the chest — but too 
late to stop the Elemental stepping through the 
dimensional gateway 

In the earlier 12 September version, following 
his reunion with Lethbridge-Stewart, the Doctor, 
Bambera and Ancelyn head off to the spaceship, 
where Mordred and his men have gone to kill the 


sleeping A'tur, and use the ships systems to expel 


them; meanwhile, Ace and Lethbridge-Stewart go 


5 aid, the General using a 'microwave 


aerial to disrupt Morgaine's ‘control armour’... at 
which point Morgaine acquires the hank of Aces hair 


she requires to summon her demon 


in the manner of the time-travelling DeLorean 
seen in the inexplicably popular movie Back to the 
ure (1985) 


The Doctor and те Brigadier prepare to go into Hiros! 
battle together – perhaps for the last time? 
The chalk circle scenes are very reminiscent of t to the 
the climax to Hamme De M 
idaptation, The Dev )ut (1968 wl 
Duc de Richleau (Chris er ers the Eat 
family in Ik circle to defend tl aga 
apparitions monstrous and demonic summoned up 
the sorcerer Mocata (Charles Gra he 
Ace's choice rac against She jt to ery si 
be repeated here — is omitted fro hcoming sar 


movie-format Battlefield Special I 


Aaronovitch initially ima d the Destroyer to 


grow out of a зћа з “ап ordinary, rather 


impeccably 
| 


aristocratic 


indergoing a cloth-rending Incredible | 


transformation, growi from his head te 


become ‘a huge creature with glowing green eyes 


and a hide like armour’ The mask was desig y 


freelance sculptors Sue Moore and Stephen Ma 


styled 


fter a macquette of theirs whic Comr 

John Nathan-T s ey s 
AD c 
Here, Mordred unwittingly s 

from The Happiness Patrol (1988 ( 
me in the eye. End my life 

ted sequence in which Majo: tsa 

1 

le ‘our men in ‹ ‹ у whe € 


1988) as 
5, 1989-90) 


Alicia; Danger Man: Name, Date and Place 

(1961) as Kim Russell; Adam Adamant Lives! 

Face in а Mirror (1967) as La 

Department 5: The Perfect Operation 

(1969) as Agatha; UFO: Exposed (1970) as 

Janna Wade; Upstairs, Downstairs (various, 

1971-5) as Rose; The Tomorrow People 

The Culex Experiment (1994) as Dr Culex; 

The Ghost Hunter (2000-2) as Mrs Croker. 
Return to 02 (1985) 

Wilson/Mombi; Willow (1988) as 

Queen Ваутогда. 


as Nurs: 


c sak's smo! jut why didn't he just tell the Brigadier to 
lows; we дес xullets before they entered the vortex? Не 
Destroyer, and hed already asked if 
ere were any silver bullets around. Perhaps he's just 
trying to be eve 
) 5 e hotel, the Doctc 
T 1 А e's У Short scenes intended to be cut into the action here 
osio сію; c r showing an anxious Doris attempting to get a message 
t jut whe t st the UNIT switchboard – “Tell him 1 
| | [el he finished in the garden,’ – were 
pause te t H bridge-Stewart's death was a feature of the 
to comedy. It's tter of ung! four-part Storm Over Шоп from its earliest stages. 
€ 5 5 Sometimes you have to kill off a well-loved character 
‹ Moonlighting (1985-9 St to remind people you're serious” Aaronovitch told 
DWM in 1993. “Sometimes you've just got 
The Brigadier's team to be bold. John Nathan-Turner discussed 
z plan their next move. the possibility with Nicholas Courtney 


the actor, promising 


Lethbridge-Stewart “a noble death 


the character going out “in a display of 


c heroics. Courtney, who "suspected 


Doctor Who was coming to an end 
agreed. 


The third part of Aaronovitchs 12 


oryline seeded I 


September thbridge 


Stewart's slaying by revealing that the 


Doctor has a yellowing piece of newspaper 


Lethbric 


pocket e-Stewart's 


s presumed. But it's the fact that 


1ed by Morgaine has been denied 


rifice" — and if it doesn't get one, it's 
going to destroy the world — that prompts Lethbridge 
sc ske ‹ Knigl S early in the fourth instalment. The 
s face shoi v be as ‘that of Doctor seems prepared to surrender his own life 
id’ – arguably 1 моде but 1 Stewart saves the planet by ordering 
of Alan Moc son's 20 ‹ ttack оп the farmhouse, sacrificing himself 
str id of На 1es (1986), which Satisfied, the demon де s 
( 5 Ihe 20 Sept sion, however, had the Death 
ental apparently destroyed in the rocket attack 
vhic bridge-Stewart survives. But soon the 
lisp enta form of an unnatural 
luminescence ises dead men-at-arms to come 
to life, attacking UNIT troopers and ‘suckin 
them: After a few are disintegrated 
al himself forms by the War Memorial 
Lethb Stewart, whos been told by the Doctor 
bur would have killed the Elemental (but 
drawb: ns forward 
ind plu nto the 
n pain and dies, but 
ot energy feedback flows back down 
[4 Excalibur and kills Lethbridge-Stewart The zombies 
sks him how he knew shed bring the silve are vaporised at this point, too. 
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Ihe zombies appear to have been dropped from 
the narrative by script stage; certainly, the sequence 


described seems not 


lissimilar to the scenes of 


undead Haemovores attacking British and Russian 


troops in The Curse of Fenric, the third story of the 
1989 run. Accorc 


Lethbridge-Stewart died was written 


o Aaronovitch, a script in which 


Ihere was a 


very nice scene I wrote for the Doctor where he says 


he wished he hadn't seen the Brigadier die... It was 


about time travel – if the Doctor goes far enough 


forward everyones dead but i 


as no knowledge of 


it, if he hasn't seen someones death, then they're not 
dead, because he can always go back to a time when 


they're alive 


ich; Aaronovitch confesses 


"When it got to the crt 


in a documentary feature on the forthcoming 


Battlefield DVD, "when I actually wrote the scene 
where he [the Brigadier] was killed... he woke up!" For 
his part, script editor Andrew Cartmel told DWM, 
some years after the fact, that "ultimately the problem 
was that we liked the guy too muc Dark Deed. 


DWM 226 


claimed in 


On the other hand, Nathan-Turner 


his Memoirs [DWM 248] that "readi 


draft of Ben's script, Andrew and 1 felt the death of the 
Brig to be a little gratuitous — but to make more of it 


would have thrown the whole story out of balance, so 
we abandoned the idea” The Brigadier's eleventh-hour 
reprieve knocked the narrative off-kilter nonetheless. 


reckons Aaronovitch 


"Structurally the end of the 

story falls apart anyway because the Brigadier's not 
so now I've got the Brigadier wande 
1 


dead 


around... the torch was supposed to be passed 


Bambera and now it isn't, and 


) it's not tragic, t 
whole tone of the end of the story just falls apart 


because - I couldn't kill him! 


o Marc Platt's Bat 


e future Doctor 


Ihe prologue »velisation 


hast who has a head of 'unruly 


red hair, and wears a ‘tatty embroid 


coat — meetir 
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ing Morgaine uses the same 


ng' method to gain this 


information, why doesn't this process kill 


mber 


portun 


fou 


id 


ле Doctor 


You should 


BBCDVD 2240 
Released 
29 December 2008 


BBC Video 


BBCV 6330 
Deleted 


Publishing Ltd; 
Target Books 


Marc Platt 


үе Doctor's anti 


clear polemic was actually 


written late in the day by Andrew Cartmel: "It went 


on for pages. Ben looked at it and said it went on for 

too long. І told him not to be ridiculous 
every word stays! When it was shown 
the ВВ‹ 


people were falling asleep in 


droves so we edited it right down 


И 2lentertain 


2008 


Ihe 12 September storyline had the 


seemingly dead Bambera rise up to 
slay Mordred as he prepares to strike 


the killir 


x blow against Ancelyn. In the 
meantime, Ace has used Excalibur to 
reactivate the ship and revive Atur... who 


would have made his entrance here, 


1998 


the very last, using Excalibur to disarm 


the missile. Мо! volunteers to serve 


Atur forever if he will restore Mordre 
to life. Atur's spaceship would then 


have carried all the extra-dimensional 


Virgin 


acters home... with Bamber 


Ancelyn. (Shades of the 


panying 


conclusion of Ghost Lig the adventure 


1991 
152 г ра t the speed of thought 
aceship piloted by his 
Out of print beloved Control, also bearing the now 
subservient villain Josiah.) 
Mordred didn't die in the 20 September version, in 
which Ace and Shou Yuing together saw off a S'rax 


knight in their rush to revive A'tur and his spaceship: 
the Doctor pulls a control cable from its socket to 


deactivate the missile; and Atur is persuaded to 


habilitate Morgaine and Mordred, rather than 


execute them. It’s left open as to whether Bambera 


has accepted Ancelyns proposal of marriage and gone 


w 


him in Attur's spaceship, but since ‘Ancelyn’ i 


corruption of ‘Lancelot’ and ‘Winifred’ is related to the 


пате 'G 


nevere 
Where, exactly, does one bang up a dimension 
IMP Holloway? НМР Larkhall...? 


hopping sorceress 


Aaronovitch wrote three different exits for the 


ier: he dies, he lives – and In one of them he 


comes back to the house and tells Doris: ‘I've just been 
made an extraordinary job offer' and one of those big 


organic spaceships goes whoosh over their heads. He 


s, "You'll love it 


you'll be Queen! There'll be a bit 


min 


The worlds of 
Doctor Who in review: 


and more! 


ne Doctor Who Annual 2009 
The Torchwood Archives........ 61 


Vanessa Bishop (VB), Gary Gillatt (66) 
Matt Michael (MM) 


“Catherine Tate excels “The story is influenced by 
at voicing the aliens..." episodes of Star Trek..." 
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All the latest Doctor Who DVDs, 
books and CDs reviewed... 


ETE eh ==" 
Phil Ford, Phil Gladwin Alice Troughton, 
Graeme Harper, Charles Martin £24.99 


DWM 


that’ sa closer un 
is a marvel...’ 


BEN WILLSHER 


tratior 
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)) The 0fficial 
Annual 2009 


Penguin 
RRP £6.99 


a long tradition of filling its 
pages with flimsy content. 

In the 1960s and 705, when 
published by World Distributors, 
it used crosswords, ‘facinating 
facts’ and dry filler pieces on 
radio-telescopes. These days, 
it's pieces on how to create an 
Ood design t-shirt and ‘spot the 
difference’ puzzles. 

It's a good thing, of course, 
that the Annual now bears a 
lot more relevance to the TV 
programme itself. There's barely 
а page that hasn't got a picture 
of Tennant's Doctor, a Sontaran 
or Hath leering out of it. But 
now that BBC Children’s Books 
is producing the Annuals, it's 
а shame that something more 
can't be done with the material 

2009's Annual has three 
picture strips, two text stories, 
an Alien A and brief features 
on The Doctor's Daughter, the 
phrase ‘Bad Wolf’, River Song 
and the events of Series Four 
finale The Stolen Earth/Journey's 
End. Far too many of the pages, 
though, are simply made up 
of full-page pictures, some 
emblazoned with a phrase 
= “The circle must be broken” 
for a wintry Ood, “Sontar-ha!” 
for... well, you get the idea – and 
other pages that, with a few 
bubbles of information, make up 
two Know Your Companion/Know 
Your Enemy sections. 

As if this sparcity of content 
wasn't enoungh, the whole 
thing becomes a Sarah Jane 
Adventures Annual for six pages 
in the middle. Sarah Jane's 
friends. Sarah Jane's enemies. 
Amaze that Sarah and her 
friends need to escape before 
the evil Kudlak recruits them to 
their army. All power to the CBBC 
series, but shouldn't this material 
be in an Annual of its own? 

Still, what do | know? The 
previous two BBC Annuals had 
far less content than this and 
they still sold by the shed-load. 
Bought, yes, but valued? 
Somehow | doubt it. 


` REVIEV 


Ghosts of India 


Book BBC Books Mor 
Mark Morris — £699. > ae 


that he is 
ng than the Doctor 


y appropriate 


5 paints a convincing picture 


удерепдепсе India; its chaos, 


‘Author Mark Morris s" 
ensures that the Doctor : 
is at his fiery finest.. 


n and 


anger are compelling 


evok chéd Easterr 


y, when the Doctor's 
ansported to an alien 


5 a real sense of 


plant-like aliens 
| 


eir ghostly, white-faced дејет 
ster. There 


ts as the geler 


are plenty of 


hunt 


wn 


ick the refuge 


camps 


ocodiles 


nent. Even а climax 


5 too reliant on technobabble 


Jermine this thrilling story. Well 
written, Ghosts of India 
tty much unputdownable. MM 


Book BBC Books 
Mark Michalowski — £699 


THE DOCTOR DECIDES TO EXPOSE 
Donnat ? culture, t jhert 


Shining Darkness 


MARKLMICHALDNSIU 


oing too far. This pitiless 


Ok's climax 


han pitch 


ch is ng with the 
t of the no 


logue man 


although 


es to ends 


ote. MM 


ghter, if jarring, 
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») The Doctor Trap | 


Book BBC Books 


Simon Messingham 699 


SEBASTIENE IS AN EGOMANIAC 


who 


shaped the mysterious 


idary Planet 1 


whim, Sebastiene w 
t he's bored, and | 


summoned the unsa 


ofthe exclusive End. 


Society tc 


ind most dangerous game: t 


a man on the run, and kee 


а right up until the final pz 


to pan out, The initia 


hapters — in which the TARDIS is stolen 
by an obsessive fan d 
Doctor, Donna is dne 
Doctor is placed in 
to be hunted - are bre. 
hugely entertaining, witt 
max other novel 
swapping places with h 
dropped in as incidental moments here 


New Adventures 


HOW NICE IT IS TO HEAR THE SONIC 
Screwdriver referred to in full, rather than 
with sloppy modern nonsense like “The 
Doctor reached for his Sonic,” that had 
become the norm in recent Audiobooks 
So, with that small but irritating detail 
apparently rectified, these latest releases 
unfold with lots to enjoy. Freema 
Agyeman, David Troughton and Georgia 
Moffett are the latest notable readers 
and each gets a strong story worthy of 
their time and effort, the result being 
some of the best audiobooks to date. 
Troughton's story, The Many Hands 
by Dale Smith, brings the TARDIS to 
Edinburgh 1759 for a tale involving a mad 
anatomist and a loch full of zombies. With 


waters 


and Marti 


in a cell v 


jumping about 
her, are just two of 
many memorable 


scenes. There are 


n-jokes too he 
Doctor's thought th 
at 900 years old he'd 
Still make a pretty good Hamlet. David 
Troughton's Doctor is a fairly neutral 
interpretation, but elsewhere, the story is 
alive with thick Scottish voices and gruff 
British Redcoats 

Georgia Moffett reads Snowglobe 7 
by Mike Tucker, a story about an ancient 
alien thre ing amok in an Arctic 
research centre. The Snowglobe 
itself — part of a world plan to preserve 


*Each reader gets a 
strong story worthy of 
their time and effort...’ 


a stagecoach hurtling through a crowd 
and the Doctor clinging to the top while 
under attack from a pale figure with black 
marble eyes, Smith's story bursts into 

life with an opening that's pretty hard to 
beat. And things continue along a similar 
vein: the Doctor in a midnight boat chase 
across the loch, with the progress of his 
zombie pursuers marked by the swirling 


o 


the polar ice-car 
n the Mid 
the story run 
collapses, a ci 
шта abo 
telepath 


25 — is oddly situated 
but other than that, 
form. A 


m 


nel 
glimpsed 
the corridors, and 


ture is 


mouths like the gas in Fury from the 
Deep. Tucker doesn't miss a trick and 


4 4 
"UL Я 

шаў = 
pi * 
| 


19 
The Doctor Trap 


мд МЕ 


things are no 
less entertaining 
for that. Moffett 
makes a good 
job of the 
Snowglobe's 
international staff 
and even avoids 
sounding silly 
when speaking 
the monotone 
dialogue of 
maintenance droids 

— surely something of an audio first. 

Agyeman's story, Martha in the Mirror 
by Justin Richards, has a title that 
doesn't become relevant until the 
halfway stage. Set in an alien castle, 
this is another adventure that echoes 
with images from previous stories. The 
castle about to play host to a gaggle of 
aliens and the signing of a peace treaty, 
okes 1972's The Curse of Peladon, 
while the Great Hall’s legendary ‘Mortal 
Mirror' as an entrance to *a darker 
realm beyond" recalls the mirror portal 
in 1981's Warriors’ Gate 
If anything, the story suffers from 

almost too much plot – the large cast of 
acters, a murderer, the mystery of a 
glass book and a little girl haunted by the 
of her sister, Still, better the Doctor 
5 Occupied than not, and with reflections 
playing a big part, Richards delivers 

some genuinely creepy moments. 
Ag ally soft voice suits the 
story's spookier scenes perfectly. She 
also finds а good, naughty, stubborn 
tone for the haunted girl that immediately 
places her as a contender in the series’ 
growing pantheon of sinister children. VB 


У 
OR. 


š 


)) The Torchwood 
Archives 


BBC Books 
Warren Martyn ? 
£14.99 


is one of those 'let's pretend 
it's all real’ books. The author 
is Torchwood script editor Gary 
Russell, although this is only 
revealed in small print at the 
back. The book claims to be a 
Torchwood file containing the 
research of journalist Warren 
Martyn, whose investigations 
into Torchwood for the purpose 7 
of his own book were 
abruptly halted 
when the Institute ў 45 
stepped in, in ra 
the interests of || ] =, 
national security 
and the personal 
safety of its staff. атаў 
As Torchwood мен 
archivist lanto Jones 
writes in his own introduction 
to the file, ‘This is more of a 
scrapbook of notes, ideas and 
ramblings than a finished book." 
Martyn's own notes are laid out 
alongside copies of Torchwood 
memos, downloaded files, 
police and medical reports, and 
newspaper cuttings. According 
to Martyn's research, Victorian 
Cardiff Torchwood not only had 
its own underground train station 
but went down a level lower to 
house а small copper and brass 
submersible; and considering 
the Battle of Canary Wharf, 
summises that the Cybermen 
Could have been of Torchwood's 
own making 
The TV episodes themselves are 
largely dealt with in а series of 
ongoing archive notes, typed up 
and signed in Captain Jack’s own 
hand. In all, it's well designed in 
a deliberately-thrown-together 
sort of way. The question, though, 
remains whether or not this is an 
appropriate way to cover an adult 
post-watershed series. If you like 
this kind of make-believe, then 
I'm sure you'll find lots to enjoy. 
If though, like me, you prefer 
books that deal witha series’ 
production rather than its fiction, 
then while attractively presented, 
you'll probably find it of little. 
interest or actual use. 
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)) Companion 
Chronicles: 
Empathy Games 


Audio Drama Big Finish 
ng Louise Jameson 
Writer Nigel Fairs 
RRP £8.99 


TARDIS control room, the Fourth 
Doctor and Leela materialise on 
the tranquil planet of Synchronis, 
where beautiful water sculptures 
and happy people hide a dark 
Secret which threatens to tear 
this perfect society apart. 

With the Doctor in a coma, 
and therefore incapacitated 
for most of the running time, 
we don’t get to hear much of 
Louise Jameson's Tom Baker 
impersonation. However, we 
do get David Warner, being as 
brilliant as usual, as Coordinator 
Angell. The two-hander 
scenes between 
his soft-spoken 
and insidious 

Coordinator 

and the 

passionate, 

heart-on-her- 
Sleeve Leela are 
great, and cast the 
rest of the play into 

the shade, even if they do 
personalise the mismatch at the 
story's heart. 

From the moment that the 
TARDIS arrives on Synchronis, 
Leela senses that something is 
very wrong. It isn’t natural for 
а society to lack war, hunger, 
poverty and hate. The place 5 
sterile, its people reticent to the 
extent that they require to purge 
their emotions in the hunting of 
the rodents that live under the 
city, literally repressed. 

While Louise Jameson's 
first Companion Chronicle, 

The Cotaylst, was a spooky 
period piece, Empathy Games 
is far more influenced by those 
episodes of Star Trek where 
the noble Captain must teach 

a supposedly advanced race 
how to feel, thus curing their 
sick society – and then with a 
battle in an arena thrown in for 
good measure. 

With its very different take on 
the Fourth Doctor's era, Empathy 
Games is а worthy and intriguing 
addition this third Companion 
Chronicles series, MM 


Doomsday 
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the daughter of Wendy 
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power, And with references to Metebe the company's nd Third Doctor, r € stical, Nicholas 
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dmissi | ? 
admission alone... 


age how this once 


је, given that it 


of Daleks, a reger >n, 
>r; the accompanying 


s an essential insight 


and production. However 
e thing — and this must have 
en entirely thrilling to see on stage 


n without the vis 


115, it's a vital 


MM 


TIME REEF 


MARC PLATT'S WORK IS OFTEN 


play A Perfect 
rris, shares some 


` Reef, not least of which 
created by Brewster's 

ip to 2008 and his chance 
Connie, whose life seems to 
rs. Returning 
seeks out 

only to find her wish 

t life has had unexpected 


his share of 
ellers, it's a 
juirky companion 
byesosoon.MM < 
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CHRISTMAS COUNTDOWN! 
The Cybermen are set to return in the Doctor 
Who Christmas Special! DWM previews 

The Next Doctor with exclusive interviews а 
brand new photos! 


THE NEXT DOCTOR SPEAKS! 
David Tennant's co-star in the Christmas Special, 
David Morrissey talks to DWM about Blackpool, 
Cybermen... and playing the mysterious traveller 
in time and space known only as the Doctor! 


i GENESIS OF THE CYBERMEN! 


The Fact of Fiction examines how Cybus 
Industries created the terrifying armoured 
giants in a parallel world as it looks 

back at 2006's Rise of the Cybermen/ 
The Age of Steel! 


SEASON SURVEY 

RESULTS REVEALED! 

Which Doctor Who story has been 

voted as DWM readers' favourite of the 

last series? And who's won the award for the 
Greatest Contribution? Find out as all the results 
are revealed in the next issue! 


UNTO US A CHILD IS BORN... 
It's Christmas in Stockbridge... or is it? The Doctor 
takes Majenta to one of his favourite places on 
Earth in Part One of a new comic strip adventure, 
The Stockbridge Child, written by McDaid 
with art by Mike Collins. 


| GAVROK AND ROLL! 
у The Time Team take a fabulous 50s tour 
to the rock and roll years as they watch 
the Seventh Doctor and Mel meet 
Ken Dodd, Hugh Lloyd and that 
bloke out of The Flying Pickets.... 
it can only be that bonkers 1987 
story, Delta and the Bannermen! 


PLUS! 
We look back at the events of 2008 
in our Review of the Year; Neil Harris 

shares a seasonal game in You Are Not Alone; 
Sorvad returns with all the news that isn't fit to 
print in Space Time Telegraph; the Watcher 
makes one of his rare appearances to pose 
some more fiendishly difficult conundrums in 
his celebrated Christmas Quiz; Russell T Davies 
reveals more secrets in his Production Notes; 
and all the up-to-the-minute news, previews, 
reviews, competitions and more! Ho, ho, ho! 


DWM 403 – Make sure it arrives in your stocking! 
AVAILABLE Ат WHSmith NEWSAGENTS AND COMIC SHOPS FROM 44 DECEMBER PRICE £3.99 
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= They’re mad, bad and dangerous to know – and 
back for more in The Sarah Jane Adventures... 


Anth ny O’Donnell 
& Samantha Bond 


The terrible twosome. This generation’s 
Anthony O'Donnel Abbott and Costello, we reckon... 
Tenth 5 


Sontar 

Sky]. My pod escape 

jn Doctor Who for what 

t. Lend ur 
the first tv 


ave 
= \ А 
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